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THIS WEEK'S

CHARTS

ANALYSEDBYALAN]JONES

D ‘Ferry ‘Cross The Mersey' pinches a
hird week at number one, but is waning
ast, and seems practically certain to be
wvertaken next week either by Jason
Donovan's new single ‘Sealed With A
<iss', which was released on Monday after
what seemed like weeks of heavy
sxposure on TV and radio, or Lynne
Hamilton's strongly surging theme from
he TV series ‘Prisoner: Cell Block H', 'On
The Inside’.

Lynne, the girl from Lancashire, who
amigrated to Australia, then America, and
fisappeared as her hit was breaking, was
inally found visiting friends in Melbourne,
ind w' " ~d back to Britain to promote
On The .side’. She made her ‘Top Of
The Pops’ debut last Thursday, only to be
ntroduced by Simon Maye as "Lynne
Anderson’. Nevertheless, the exposure
‘he programme gave to ‘On The Inside’
nastened its ascent of the chart, and it
Jow stands at number three.

In Australia, ‘On The Inside’ peaked at
aumber two in 1979, being denied top
oiling by Racey's ‘Lay Your Love On
Me'.

® WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS: Queen's
The Miracle' is a runaway number one on
the album chart, after selling over 150,000
copies last week.

Queen thus join Abba, the Police,
Genesis, U2 and Simple Minds as
the acts to have most number one albums
in the Eighties — four. Of these acts, the
Police, Genesis, U2 and Simple Minds have
had all their albums debut at number one,
whilst + Queen and Abba have had
albums. rake lesser initial impressions only
to later climb to the summit.

With two Seventies chart-toppers also
to their credit, Queen have had a total of
six number one albums — more than any
other group except the Beatles (12

EXPRESS YOURSELF Madonna
- EVERY LITTLESTEP Bobb,
. MANCHILD Neneh Cherry

'HELYOM HALIB (ACID ACID ACID) Cap

number ones), the Rolling Stones
(nine), Abba (eight) and Led Zeppelin
(also eight).

NB: Readers checking the validity of my
claims on behalf of Queen should beware
the Guinness Book Of British Hit Albums,
which, on Page 183, omits the Police’s two
weeks at number one on the album chart
(8/15 November 1986) with ‘Every Breath
You Take — The Singles’ and lists five
Queen albums as number ones under the
group's own entry (P110) but credits only
four in the table of acts with most number
one albums on Page |70.

@ Donna Summer’s ‘| Don't Wanna
Get Hurt' vaults 12 places to number
seven this week. Her last single, ‘This Time
| Know lIt's For Real', peaked at number
two.

Incredibly, Donna has only once before
scored back-to-back top 10 hits, these
being ‘Love’s Unkind' and ‘'l Love You' in
1977/78.

@ ALL THE TENS: 'Express Yourself’
enters the singles chart at number 10 this
week, to become Madonna’s |0th
single to debut inside the top 10.

@ LIKE A SHOT FROM A... The
remixed version of ‘Sweet Child O' Mine'
by Guns N’ Roses differs very little
from the original released last year —
except in terms of chart success.

Then, before ‘Paradise City' gave them
a higher profile, ‘Sweet Child O Mine’
debuted at number 35 and peaked at
number 24. This week the remix bullets
onto the chart at number 14.

@ OUR FRIEND'S ECLECTIC: The
occasional alliance between gloomy Gary
Numan and Bill Sharpe, the

JUST KEEP ROCKIN' Double Trouble & The Rebel M

ITIS TIMETO GET FUNKY D Mob featuring LRS
BRING ME EDELWEISS Edelwel
1DON'T WANNA GET HURT Donna Summer

SWEET CHILD O’ MINE GunsN’Roses

" ys
: 'M EVERY WOMAN (REMIX) Chaka

_FUNKY COLD MEDINATone Léc
| MiSS YOU LIKE CRAZY Natalie Col

© QUEEN: “waddya mean we look like we’re at an Estate Agents’ convention o

keyboards player from Britfunk outfit
Shakatak, always seemed unlikely, but
it continues and it seems to work. ‘

This week, Bill and Gazza score their
fourth joint hit with 'm On Automatic’,
which debuts at number 44. They
previously charted with ‘Change Your
Mind' (number 17 in 1985), ‘New Thing
From London Town' (number 52 in 1986)
and last year's number 34 hit ‘No More
Lies'.

@ With 24 of this week's top 75 available’
in the format, the promised drive by
record companies to popularise the

cassette single seems to have materialised

— which is more than can be said for
their sales, which currently make up:jt
one percent of the singles market.

Meanwhile, with all but |1 of this wee
top 75 on compact disc, CD singles re
their eight percent share of sales actio

@ Finally, in a particularly cramped are
the chart, where sales differentials this
week are minimal, the Beautiful
South'’s ‘Song For Whoever' debuts
number 35. Had it sold 2 mere hundr
copies less it would have been placed
couple of notches lower, thus fulfilling
prophetic title of its B-side 'Straight In
37.

— NE WS EXTRA_
BIG COUNTRY NO SPLI11

Reports in last week’s national press claiming Big Country have split up have be
strongly denied by the band’s record company. Last Thursday’s Guardian newspaper
an interview with Stuart Adamson blaming the band’s trip to Russia last year for del
of £200,000 which, it claimed, had forced the band to quit. Recently cancelled Big

Country concerts had helped fuel the story, but a spokesman told Fm that these w

because of Stuart Adamson’s throat problems.

® COMPACT DISC
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