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1 - EVA CASSIDY & KATIE MELUA WHAT A WONDERFUL
TRIVIA WORLD
COMPANY INFO 2 1 LEONA LEWIS BLEEDING LOVE
GENERAL INFO
CHART RULES 3 10 SOULJA BOY TELLEM CRANK THAT (SOULJA
BOY)
FAQs
4 8 MARIAH CAREY ALL | WANT FOR
INFO PACK CHRISTMAS IS YOU
CONTACT 5 3 GIRLS ALOUD CALL THE SHOTS
LINKS
6 4 TIMBALAND PTS APOLOGIZE
ONEREPUBLIC
7 5 TAKE THAT RULE THE WORLD
Adist T a 12 POGUES FT KIRSTY MACCOLL FAIRYTALE OF NEW YORK
Title 9 2 T2 FT JODIE AYSHA HEARTBROKEN
10 18 CASCADA WHAT HURTS THE MOST
1 7 MARK RONSON FT AMY VALERIE
WINEHOUSE
12 6 ALICIA KEYS NO ONE
13 9 SHAYNE WARD BREATHLESS
14 23 WHAM LAST CHRISTMAS
15 14 SUGABABES ABOUT YOU NOW
18 27 WIZZARD 1 WISH IT'COULD BE
CHRISTMAS EVERYDAY
17 15 WESTLIFE HOME
18 1 KYUE MINOGUE 2HEARTS
19 79 MICHAEL BUBLE LOST
20 - SHAUN THE SHEEP LIFE'S A TREAT
21 25 ANDY WILLIAMS IT'S THE MOST
WONDERFUL TIME OF
THE YEAR
2 k14 SLADE MERRY XMAS
EVERYBODY
WEB DES!GN AGENCY: DEVSTARS 23 3 SHAKIN' STEVENS MERRY CHRISTMAS
EVERYONE
24 19 RIHANNA FT NE-YO HATE THAT | LOVE YOU
25 22 NICKELBACK ROCKSTAR
28 26 SUGABABES CHANGE
27 38 BAND AID DO THEY KNOWIT'S
CHRISTMAS
28 48 AMY MACDONALD THIS IS THE LIFE
29 24 HOOSIERS GOODBYE MR A
30 17 BLOC PARTY FLUX
31 18 FREEMASONS FT BAILEY UNINVITED
TZUKE
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CHART COMMENTARY from JAMES MASTERTON 17/12/07

With little to look forward to other than a Christmas chart-topper from the
one X Factor finalist that couidn't actually hold a tune properly, the chart
this week ran the risk of being little more than an anticlimax. Instead we
have something quite extraordinary and which was expected by absolutely
nobody.

First a short lesson in consumer economics. A major factor in the
astounding sales levels that music, and CD singles in particular, were
achieving around ten years ago was the presence of industry product on
the shelves of major supermarkets. Having been persuaded that there was
a ready market for them, the likes of Asda and Tesco were only too happy
to devote shelf space to the latest music releases, and they were rewarded
with heaithy sales - buoyed of course by the presence at the time of kid-
friendly acts such as the Spice Girls and Steps. The CD single was a mass-

" market, mainstream consumer product and arranged in such a way that it
was an impulse buy, something cheap to grab hold of when it happened to
catch your eye.

It is no coincidence that the near overnight drop-off in music sales
happened to coincide with a change in policy by the big shopping chains
who decided that the shelf space set aside for music would be more
profitably deployed elsewhere, the CD single in particular samething that
was no longer worth stocking. Ever since the record industry has been
flailing around dealing with the demise of their biggest marketing tool as a
mass market product and waiting for the digital download to somehow
take its place.

So under normal circumstances the one-off release of a new Katie Melua

single would not have been m__ that m_n:_mnm:n. despite the _._o<m_n< of
create a dream duet that would otherwise never have been nomw_u_m.
However this was no ordinary single release. Instead the charity single (all
proceeds to the Red Cross) was signed as an exclusive release through
Tesco stores. Shops such as HMV and Zavvi and even iTunes and Napster
were shut out of the loop completely. The only way to purchase 'What A
Wonderful World' was to either go to your local Tesco (where it was
arranged prominently in racks the moment you stepped through the door)
or purchase it via the Tesco Direct website. What might ordinarily have
been the kind of restriction that would have limited sales of the single’
instead became the most inspired marketing decision of the year, the
track outselling the competition to become the most unexpected out of the
blue Number One single for, well, decades.

Marketing aside the record is of course a chart triumph for both women.
Prior to today Katie Melua's highest chart placing was the Number 5 peak
of 'Nine Million Bicycles' from October 1995. Her last single 'If You Were A
Sailboat’ could only reach Number 23 and it would not have been unfair to
regard her as an album artist. For Eva Cassidy it is an even greater
triumph. A complete unknown when she died in 1996 at the tragically
young age of 33, the singer with the heartbreakingly pure voice became a
musical phenomenon in 2001 when thanks to Radio 2 airplay a collection
of her recordings topped the UK charts. Until today she has never had a
Top 40 single, her only chart entries being 'You Take My Breath Away'
which made Number 54 in 2003 and most famously the track which
brought her to popular attention, a version of '‘Somewhere Over The
Rainbow’ which danced in and out of the singies chart during 2001, never
climbing higher than Number 42,

The new version of 'What A Wonderful World' is masterfully produced, the
new vocals from Katie Melua blended neatly. with those of Eva Cassidy to
create a record that is as spelibinding and compelling as the concept would
suggest. It is the second version of the song to top the UK charts, Louis
Armstrong's version hitting the top in 1968. By a strange coincidence the
last version of the song to chart was that by Cliff Richard who released it
in a mediey with ‘Somewhere Over The Rainbow', the single reaching
Number 11 in December 2001.

Eva Cassidy is now the 13th act to have a posthumous Number One
single, the first to be added to the list since Notorious BIG hit the top in

early 2006. Na other singer has had a larger gap between physical death
and chart triumph, Cassidy having passed away on November 2nd 1996, a

ttp://uk.launch.yahoo.com/charts/comment.html

18.12.2007

full 11 years and one month ago. Elvis Presiey was last on top of the

charts on February 5th 2005, almost 18 years after his death but he had
previously had a posthumous Number One hit just weeks after he died.

Al} of this has of course blown the Christmas chart race wide open. Whilst
of course it is still more or less a foregone conclusion that ‘'When You
Believe' by Leon The Tuneless will be at Number One next week (the CD
singie hitting the shops from Wednesday) it is now anyone's guess as to
what will occupy the runners up slot behind him. Whilst logic would
suggest that Eva and Katie won't be able to sustain their sales in the face
of other opposition, logic also suggested that restricting their record to
just one chain of stores would not give them m:a:n... sales to top the
chart, and look where that got us.

For Christmas Is You' consolidates its status as the nation's favourite
seasonal track and rises 8-4, effectively in prime position to occupy the
runners up slot it had exactly 13 years ago.

Meanwhile the march of the Christmas favourites continues. ‘Fairytale Of

New York' does indeed make it three years in a row in the Top 10 with a

12-8 rise. ‘Last Christmas’ from Wham Is at Number, 'I Wish It Couid Be

Christmas Everyday' at Number 16, the highest the single has placed since

its ‘original 1973 release. Andy Williams' 'It's The Most Wonderful Time

Of The Year' moves 25-21 following a physical release and he is swiftly

followed by seasonal favourites from Slade (23), Shakin' Stevens (24)

and Band Aid (27). At Number 35 Chris Rea's 'Driving Home For

Christmas' becomes a Top 40 hit for the first time ever whilst ‘Happy Xmas -
(War Is Over)'arrives at Number 40, its first chart appearance since 2003.

1 could go on, suffice it to say that you can pick pretty much any track at

random from one of the "Now That’s The Best Number One Christmas Hits

Collection Ever" albums and stand a good chance of finding it somewhere 3
in the Top 75. ' )

Of the more modern day _.mno.d_:o stars, Michael Buble is one of the
biggest winners of the week. His recent UK cancerts, plus a high profile
mentoring role on X Factor has sent sales of his recent single ‘Lost'
soaring. Released in late November, the track could only make Number 51
first time around and had dropped out of the Top 75, resting at Number 79
last week. Now it surges back up the rankings and re-enters the char t at
Number 19 to give the crooner his biggest UK hit ever. Meanwhile his
signature tune 'Home' also charges back onto the chart to rest at Number
45, its highest chart placing ever. Westlife's cover version is still hanging

around of course, down at Number 17 this week.

New at Number 20 is'a track that in early December was a potential «
contender for a Top 3 place at Christmas. 'Life's A Treat' is the theme tune

to the animated children's series Shaun The Sheep and big things were

expected of its single release. To be fair it wasn't such a long shot, given

the way children's TV has produced December chart-tappers from the likes

of Bob The Builder and the Teletubbies in the past. However this was of

course in the days when pester-power could inspire singles purchases in

supermarkets and those days are long gone. Never mind the fact that

Lazy m had a Top 5 hit one year ago, Shaun The Sheep has been

reduced to little more than a chart also-ran.

At the very least our fleecy friend has performed better than some other

physical releases this week. Amy MacDonald creeps to Number 28 with

'This Is The Life', the Stereophonics to a mere Number 32 with ‘My .

Friends' whilst-even.unremitting tabloid coverage of her continuing : :

meltdown fails to help Amy Winehouse to more than Number 46-with =
'Love Is A Losing Game'. Meanwhile one new year release is making waves
already. Rihanna's next single '‘Don't Stop The Music' doesn't reach the

shops until February but makes its Top ao.amc.:n this week at Number 37,

httn://uk launch.vahoo.com/charts/comment.html 18.12.200



