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by ALAN JONES

becomes the latest of the small elite
group of artists toregister a career 1ally

of 10 number ore singles, ardding four salo
chart toppers 1o his six as a member of Take
That.

it is a fittle vnder five years since Williams
launched his soly career with a cover of
Grorge Michael's Freedom. He has released
a steady stream of singles ever since, with
his 15th. Eternity/The Road to Mandalay,
taking its place at the top of the chart this
week. All hut one of those singles (South Of
The Border) has reached the Top 10, thanks
ta his fanatical followers. and Eternity/The

~ad To Mandalay will take Williams
cumulative sola singles sales past the 4m
mark, the total prior to its release heing
3.904.000, al an average of 279,000 sales
per single

Williams™ suceess in reaching number one
means Eminem’s proteges D-12 must take
the number two position for the second time

Al the age of 27, Robbie Williams

MARKET REPORT

TOP 10 COMPANIES

SINGLE FACTFILE

For the fourth time in his solo career,
Robbie Williams is number one. Williams
previously topped the chart in 1998
{Miliennium), 1999 (She’s The One) and
2000 {Rock D1) but all of those records
sold well over 100,000 copies on their
first week in the shops while his latest
single Eternity/The Road To Mandalay
takes pole position with sales of just
over 70,000. In fact, of 14 previous
singles Williams has released since

feaving Take That, nine of them seold more
copies on their first week in the shops
than Eternity/The Road To Mandalay. Of
course first week sales are not
everything: his biggest-selling single of
all, Angels, sold only 80,000 on its first
week but totalied 859,000 copies, while
his fastest starter, Rock DJ, managed a
first week 199,000 out of a total of
596,000. His least successful, South Of
The Border, has sold 43,000.

TOP CORPORATE GROUPS

Universal 25.2% Virgin 4.3%
Indies 22.2% Warner 10.4%
Sony 16.5% BMG 10.5%
EMI 12.0%

Figures show top 10 comparies by % of lofa! sales of the Tep 75; and cotporate group shares by % of lofal sales of the Top 75

SALES UPDATE

YEAR T0O DATE
VERSUS LAST
YEAR:

- a maonth. Their debut album Devil’s Night
spent a fortnight as album chart ronner-up
in June behind Travis® The Invisible Band,
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and their single Purple Pills suffers a similar
fate this weeld despite selling more than
59.000 copies.
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The anly previous Top 10O hit by a woman
fram Belgivm was Dominique, by the Singing
Nin. who eventuatly ieflt holy orders and
commilled siticide after a failed leshian
relationship. There is more gender confusion
with lan Van Dahl. whose debut hit Castles
In The Sky enters this week at number five.
‘lan’ is actually AnpeMie Coenen - a woman.
Tn add to the confusion it is not ‘lan” who
sings an the track - it i1s someone known
only as Marsha,

With three Top 40 hits in a year for the
first time in their career, Ash debut this
weelcat number 21 with Sometimes, having
reacherd number eight with Shining Light and
number 13 with Burn Baby Burn earlier this
year. All three singles are taken from the
former number one album Free All Angels,
which baunces 57-36 this week. Sometimes
includes a fribute to the only Ulster group to
have mare hits than Ash - The Undertones -
in the fanm of a cover of their classic
Trenage Kicks
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ALBUMS FACTFILE

Usher's 8701 is possibly the first album
to have its refease date and contents
severely affected by the internet, as it
was extensively revamped and even ra-
titled after several of the tracks
originally intended for inclusion were
extensivly downloaded for free on
Napster and similar services. The delay
arguably benefited the 22-year-old, who
reached number three on the singles
chart last month with U Remind Me -

originally the title track - and uses the
impetus from that to debut atop the
album chart after 8701 sold more than
42,500 copies last week. Although its
title contains the highest number in the
title of a number one album it is not the
highest such album to chart, as Yes
charted in 1983 with an album entitled
90125 ~- hut unlike Usher's it was a titie
of no significance, being simply a
duplication of its catalogue number,

ith only Usher topping the 30,000 sales
Wmark_ and fewer albums sold [ast week

than in all bt a handful of weeks so far
this year, the stnnmer slump is on us. The
market is being huoyed mainly by clearances
in nutlets like HMV and by a few albiims
whose consistent out performance of the
market is reaping dividends in the foroy of
heightened profila. Pnme amongst them is
Wheatus' sell titled Columbia albun, which
reached number seven when released in the
wake of their singles chart suceess with
Teenage Dirtbag. and which has been sleadily
climbing the chart again since their followup,
A Lithe Respect, staried getting exposure. it

s improved its chart position and increased

us sales for eight weeks in a row. climbing
76:71 6618 42 35322110, the Iatter
position representing its highest placing since
that number seven dehut hack in February.
The album has sald more than 135.000
copies to date - though it was a flap in the
hand’s US home and. where it reached

COMPILATIONS

MARKET REPORT
TOP 10 COMPANIES

] 3 6 9 12 15

;](‘nlumhn 10.0%

Easl Wr-=| 6.6%

- Partophane 6.1%
___| WEA London 5.8%

EMI:Chrysalis 4.3%

08 23, 2%\ o . |

TOP CORPORATE GROUPS

Universal 28.1% V2 3.0%
Sony 16.2% Virgin 3.7%
Warner 15.4% Others 9.4%

BMG 13.2% EMI 1. 1%

Figures: show lop 10 companies by % of total sales, and cosporate gup shares by % of tolal sales. of the Top 75 artist albuns

SALES UPDATE PERCENTAGE OF UK ACTS
! EAR TO DATE IN THE CHART
Wenes ST ggggys GaT m UK:52.0%  US:440%  Other: 40%

number 76 last year hefore disappearing
Another band 1o demonstrale the polency
afl a second hit is Hear'Say, whose recent

single The Way Tn Your Love may never come
close to matching Pure & Simple in sales
terms hut is cloing very well on the airwaves

It has certainly galvanised sales of their
Popstars alhum, which had slipped to number
35 A fortnight agn but recovered to reach
number 24 125t week and is now number 12
That is its highest placing for 11 weeks, and
its sales last week were more than double
those at the alhum’s low point

1V advertising enables Daft Punk’s
Diseovery altbum to rehound 31- 19 this week.
That is ils highesl position for more than
three months and takes its cumulative sales
paat the 200,000 mark, beating the 195,000
sales of their 1997 debut Homework.

Uisher is not the only R&B act to have a
new enlry on the chart this week. In fact, the
second highest new entry is UK R&B act
Damage's Since You've Been Gone atbuin,
though at the more modest position of 30,
Their previnus album Forever, debuted at
number 13 in 1997, but in fact they have
done well to come back at all, and Since
Your've Been Gone's 7.500 sales are a mere
700 helow Forever's first week total,

What | Call Music series, few althuims

manage o spend more than a couple of
weeks at numbar one in the uitia
competitive compilations market - but two
records have hucked the trend so far this
year. Bridget Jones’s Diary spent six weeks
at number one .n the spring, helped
enormously by the runaway success of the
fitm of the same name, plus related hit
singles from Gahrielle and Dina Carrall

Now it is the turn of Capital Gold

Legends, which enjoys its fifth straight week
at number one, and actually raised its game
this week, increasing sales weelconweel hy
6.9% in A static market 1o fight off the
growing challenge of Party In The Park, the
Universal Music TV souvenir of the annual
event highlights of which were aired on TV

Apml from the all conquering Now That's

tast week. Capital Gold Legends leatures
hits fike Saturday Night At The Movies hy the
Drifters, and Eternal Flame by the Bangles.
Selling 29.500 copies last week, its overall
total passerl 162.000. enough for it to jump
12-8 on the year to date chart.

The highest new entry in a quiet week is
The Best Dance Album In The World Ever! -
41, which debuts at number four with sales
of more than 19.000. That is a tad down on
The Best Dance Alhum In The World Fver! —
10. which made a number three debut with
more than 26,000 sales last August,

Is a number 13 placing just an opening
gamhit for the sovmdirack album to Tomb
Raider 7 The album is full of credible dance
acts fike Basement Jaxx, the Chemical
Brothers and Leftfield, and also features
fracks hy U2
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SALES UPDATE

YEAR T0 DATE

LAS
%EERE%(('}S g VERSUS LAST
YEAR:

COMPILATIDNS’ SHARE OF
TOTAL SALES

Artlst albums: 73.3%
Compliations: 26.7%

THE YEAR SO FAR...
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