BEST SELLERS OF 1995

Britpop takes the glory, but
Robson & Jerome hitthe top

In a year when Britpop eaptured all the
headlines, it is ironic that the higgest
fillip given to the UK singles market for
vears was provided by two TV actors
singing MOR versions of four American
songs written before their 1965 hirths.

Robson & Jerome’s two double-sided
breakthrough hits could have heen
recorded at almost any time in the past
30 years and seemed whimsical
throwbacks compared with the newer
and distinctly British sounds with
which they fought their chart battles.

Ultimately though, Robson & Jerome
were not to be denied. After launching
their career with the seven-week chart-
topper Unchained Melody/White Cliffs
Of Dover, they followed up with a
further four weeks at the summit via [
Believe/Up On The Roof. The first single
sold 1.84m units to hecome the biggest
selling single, not only of the year, but
also of the Nineties. and one of the 10
best-sellers of all-time. The latter disc,
placed third for the year, has sold
960,000 copies to date, the combined
tally of 2.8m being the highest ever
achieved by an act in its dehut year. and
one of the highest of all-time. Robson &
Jerome are also the first act to have two
singles in the year's top three since
Adam & the Antsin 1981.

Collectively, Britpoppers played an
even more important role in restoring
British fortunes in the home market.
After providing 56 of the Top 100
singles in 1991, native talent flagged
badly during the next three years,
contributing just 39 of the Top 100
singles in 1994, its worst year to date,
In 1995, pride was restored as
indigenous performers upped their
share to 4977, For the second yearin a
row —and only the second time ever
the US contributed fewer hits (25) than
the rest of the world (26). The latter
group is made up of 18 records hy
European acts. and eight hy athers. To
have such a large contingent of acts
from ontside the Anglo-Ameriean axis is
a fairly new phenomenon: as recently as
1991, only 12 came from elsewhere.

Britpop being the provinee mainly of
groups of hoye with guitars, solo artists
had a fairly lean time in 1995, OF the 31
soloists in the Top 100, 13 are male and
1R are female. confirming women's
recent takeover. The 69 group/duo dises
are largely of British ovigin, but it's a
curious fact that female solo singers
who make gond here are rarely our own.
The only solo British women in the Top
100 are Baby D, Nicki French. Annie
Lennox and Berri - the latter being a
doubtful inclusion. given that her hit
Sunshine After The Rain previously
had n chart outing with the avtist eredit
New Atlantic/U4EA featuring Berri,

Special kudos must go to Perez ‘Prez’
Prado’s Cuaglione. Recorded in 1958t
sold mare than 400.000 copies,
becoming the biggest selling purely
instrumental track since Harold
Faltermeyer's Axel Fin 1985, Having
made his chart debat in 1955, Pradn
thus stretehed his span of hits to more
than 40 vears.

At the other end of the seale, 25 of the
vear's Top 100 singles were debut hits,
with Diana King, Ini Kamoze, The
Rembrandts, Rednex and The Outhere
Brothers providing some of the most
successful fresh faces. The Intter act
were readily embraced despite their

EBTG: THE YEAR'S BIGGEST SELLER NOT TO HIT NUMBER ONE

1995 TOP 100 SINGLES BREAKDOWN
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BOYZONE: THE YEAR'S MOST CONSISTENT HITMAKERS

BMG 10% SCA %

dubious rhyimes, with two number ones

and o further brace of Top 10 hits, In

their native Amervien, they are still

comparatively unknown, having

reached number 65 with their solitary

ot 100 hit, Boom Boom Boom.
Bovzone are not teehnieally

f]

neweomers, s they made their debut
towards the end of 1994, but the boys
were the yvear's most consistent
hitmake
Al four are placed in the year-end
tabulation. Father & Son at number 13,
Key To My Life at number 69, Love Me
For A Reason at number 87 and So
Good at number 93, They were the last

with four top three entries,

of a record eight acts to sell a mitlion
singles in the year. The only other act to
place four records in the Top 100 are,
inevitably. Oasis, who are represented

by Wonderwall (number 10), Roll With
It tnumber 201, Some Might Say
tnumber 31 and Whatever tnumber
R0, for an even more impressive
cumulative sale of 1.5m units.

Dance music continues to be elose to
its historieal peak, and grabbed 367 of
the chart action, while pop tineluding
reggae) accounted for 45% and rock,
resurging, 19%.

The company which came out with
the most entries in the Top 100, as it
has done every year in the Nineties,
was PolyGGram, which provided the
corporate muscle behind a quarter of
the hits. Trailing in its wake were
Warner Music (17), EMI (15), Sony (14),
BMG (10) and MCA (5). While there
seems to be little evidence that they
were exploiting any mutual niche

unreachable by the majors, indie labels
had their best year in a while,
contributing 14 hits. This tally doesn’t
include records like Gangsta's Paradise
(Coolin), or the Clock singles, which are
notionally indie, but were assigned to
majors.

The charity dise Love Can Build A
Bridge (Cher, Chrissie Hynde, Neneh
Cherry, Eric Clapton) sold fewer copies
than any other number one to finish
43rd for the year. All of the top eight
reached the summit, leaving
Everything But The Girl's Missing —
which spent the last 10 weeks of the
year in the chart operating in a narrow
band between numbers three and cight
- placed ninth for the year as the
biggest seller not to reach number one.

Alan Jones
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Title
artist

1 UNCHAINED'M’ELODYIWHITE CLIFFS..  RCA(BMG)

{abel (distributor)

Robson Greén & Jerome'F’IVynn

Titl_a tabet {distributor)
artist

50 MIS-SHAPES/SORTED FOR ES & WIZZ Istand {F)
Pulp

51 A GIRL LIKE YOU Setanta (V)

___Edwyn Collins

52 NgsMgnlsz ‘I LOVEYOU'S RCA

53 I.UV U BABY IRemlx) Ore/XL Recordings (W)

___Original :

54 W“EN lﬂIIE & HATE CDLI..IDE Bludgeon Riffota/Mercury (F)

___Def Leppard

55 ANYWHERE IS WEA (W)

56 PUSH THE FEELING ON ffr (F)
Nightcrawlers

57 SCREAM Epic (SM)
Michaal Jackson/Janet Jackson

58 TRY ME OUT Etemnal/WEA (W)
__ Corona

59 CHAINS Columbia (SM)
Tina Arena

60 ONE SWEET DAY Columbia {SM)
Mariah Carey & Boyz It Men

61 U SURE Do Fresh {3MV/SM]

62 JUI.IA SAYS Precious Org/Mercury (F)

Wet Wet Wat

63 REACH UP (PAPA'S GOT A BRAND NEW PIG BAG) Perfecto/East West (W)
Perfecto Allstarz .

2 GANGSTA'S PAIIADISE Tommy Boy/MCA (BMG)
Cooli featuring LV

3 | BELIEVEUP DN THE ROOF " RCA(BMG)
Robson Green & Jerome Fiynn

4 BaAQCK‘FDH GOOD . RCA (BMG)

5 THINK: TWICE Epic (SM)

. Celing Dion - -~

6 ,E‘ARTH‘SONG . Epic {SM)
Michael Jackson .- >

7 FAIRGROUND . East West (W)
SimplyRed i

8: Epic (SM)

9 Blanco Y Negro/Etenal (W)

___fmm_.___
10 WONDEIIWALL Creation (3MV/V)
1 BOOM BDDM BDDM Stip/Eternal/WEA (W)
12 COUNTHY HDUSE Food/Parlophone (E)
1_3 FATHER AND SON Polydor ()
y_ggymT“sel;gl:w(LMGGIE WIGGLE) . kSﬁp/EternaI/WEA w)
15 BOOMB‘ISTIC e Virgin {E)
'6 CWON EVE JOE ) internat Affairs (BMG)
17 SEI' YDU FREE ‘; e /" Al Around The World (TRC/BMG)
18 “"(!-I“? THE F"*K IS ALICE" : ‘ Wag (TRC/BMG)
19 HOLD ME, THHILL ME. KISS ME. KILL ME Aﬂanﬁcllslarv\\d‘v(W)
20 Rglls.L WITH IT 7 Creation (AMVIY)
2 (ilrgxﬁggmcﬁa &His Orchastru\\ ,‘ i ReA (BMG):
22 I'LL.BE THERE FOR YOU .. East West (W)
___The Rembrandts

237 ngo CAN PLAY THAT GAME (IIem|x) : MCA (BMG)

___BobbyBrown - _____

24 I'rIIEI'IEOCOMES THE HOTSTEPPER ’ Columbia (SM)

25 SHY GUY Columbia {SM)
Diana King

26 ITS OH, SD QUIET One Little Indian (P)
Biork >

27 NEVER FORGET RCA {BMG)

___Take That -

28 DON'T GIVE ME YOUR LIFE Systematic (F)

____Alex Party

29 NATERFALLS Laface/Arista (BMG}

30 )cIEtIlI“LI‘VIOA!‘\I (SKI-BA-BOP-BA-DOP-BOP) RCA (BMG)

31 U,aosmME MIGHT SAY Creation (3MV/V)

32 YOU'LL SEE Maverick/Sira (W)
Madonna

33 TI’IUNDER London (F)

34 STAYIN' ALVE All Around The World (TRC/BMG)
N-Trance feat Ricardo Da Force

35 I\A?utuLuEafFOR YOU (AND THAT'S THE TRUTH) Virgin (E)

36 COMMDN PEOPLE island (F)

__ Pulp

37 FANTASY Columbia {SM)
___Mariah Carey

38 m E GOT A LITTLE SDMETHING FORYOU Columbia (SM)

39 (I‘ S FROM A ROSE/I'M ALIVE T (W)

40 JREAMEII {Remix) Undiscovered/MCA (BMG)

1 HEAVEN FOR EVERYONE

Parlophone (E)

42 FI'IEE AS ABIRD Apple/Pariophone (E)

43 LOVE CAN BUILD A BRID London {F)
Gher/Chrissie Hynde/Neneh Cherry wm Eric Clapton

4 !"IEE‘ED YDUR LOVING (EVERYBODY'S GOT T0...) Systematic (F)

L)L L —
45 THE SUNSHINE AFTER THE RAIN 3 Beatffrreedom {F)

46 TI:E‘EOM“B' (THESE SOUNDS FALL INTO MY HEAD) Positiva {E)
47 WONDERWALL London (F)

Mike Flowers Pops

48 T(ITA!.I1CECI.IPSE OF THE HEART Bags Of Fun (TRC/BMG)

49 ALRIGHT/TIME

Parlophone {E)
Supergrass

64 TURN ON, TUNE IN, COP OUT 4th & Broadway {F)
Freak Power
65 I AM BLESSED 1st Avenue/EMI (E)
66 II‘VIé Sar & The Real McCo! Logic/Arista (BMAG)
67 THAT LODK IN YOUR EYE Kutf (E)
Ali Campbel!
THINK OFYOU Systematic (F)
___Whigfield
69 KEY TO MY LIFE Polydor (F}
___Boyzone
70 HAVE YDU EVER REALLY LOVED A WOMAN? AZM (F)
" IF YOU LOVE ME MJJ/Epic (SM)
Brownstone
72 DISCO 2000 island (F)
73 IN THE SUMMEHTIME Virgin {E)
ngy aatunng Sﬂgﬂ
74 VOUR I.OVING ARMS Magnet/WEA (W}
Billie BV artin
VL mEmErI!-'I' OF CHRISTMAS London (F)
76 I'IBIDEyAWAY Deconstruction (BMG)
77 RIVERDANCE Son (TRC/BMG)
Bill Whelan feat Anuna
78 3A'I!9I T;DDUCH YOU..THERE? Columbia (SM)
icl
79 INDEPENDENT LOVE SONG WEA (W)
80 WHATEVER Creation (3MV/V)
81 WHODMPHI (THERE IT IS) Media/MCA (BMG)

82 AlgsEL F/KEEP PUSHIN' Media/MCA (BMG}

83 LOVE CITY GROOVE Planet3(P)
Love City Groove

84 ‘BOA’InBaY BABY Eternal/WEA (W)

85 POWER OF AWOMAN 1t Avenue/EMI (E)

86 TI’IE UNIVERSAI. Food/Pariophone (E)

87 LDVE ME FOR A REASON Polydor (F}
OVZOIIG

88 MISS SARAJEVO tsland (F)
Passengers

E‘H"I’VI'AIMES ENCORE (TO LOVE ME AGAIN) Epic {SM)

90 CA‘I:.QL ITLOVE London (F)

911 THIS AIN'T A LOVE SONG Mercury (F)

92 N"gz DVER YET Perfecto/East West (W)

93 S0 GOOD Polydor (F)
Boyzone

94 RUNAWAY ABGM (F)
Janet Jackson

95 WHOOPS NOW/WHATLLIDO Virgin (E}
___JanetJackson

% TELL ME WHEN East West (W)
___Human League

97 A ALICE (WHO THE X IS ALICE?) Habana (SM)

98 Iimllﬁgeslﬂlrsvl\ﬂ%%mer Parlophane (E)

9 %QKIA[I)’ Warner Bros {W)

musm OF MY LIFE EMI(E)

Louise

;
i
|
i

MUSIC WEEK 13 JANUARY 1996

'Year-end
ILI\dI‘Ib &GN

G661 SITINIS 001 dOL




10

BEST SELLERS OF 1995

Debutants spice up albums
as Oasis leave their mark

Registering the best-selling single and
album of the year is a rare and
noteworthy double.

The Beatles did it first, in 1963, with
She Loves You and Please Please Me.
The Police did it in 1980, according to
gome reports (there are two versions of
the annual chart for that year) with
Don't Stand So Close To Me and
Zenyatta Mondatta, and Meat Loaf did
it in 1993 with I'd Do Anything For Love
(But I Won't Do That) and Bat Out Of
Hell 11 - Back Into Hell. Most
spectacularly of all, Robson & Jerome
did it in 1995 with Unchained Melody/
White Cliffs Of Dover and their self-
titled debut album, which sold an
unprecedented 2m copies in the last 48

-days of the vear.

In so doing, it put paid to the hopes of
QOasis, whose (What's The Story)
Morning Glory? had looked odds on to
take the title, having taken over from
Celine Dion's The Colour Of My Love in
the autumn. Oasis had the consolation
of being the year's biggest selling
albums act, selling 2.36m albums —
1.84m copies of Morning Glory? and
520,000 copies of their debut album
Definitely Maybe to add to the 400,000
it sold in 1994.

The Robson & Jerome album spent
seven weeks at number one at the most
crucial time of the year, so its suceess in
the year-end tabulations was fairly
predictable. But. reaching number one
does not in itsell guarantee massive
sales, as the Boo Radleys found. Their
Wake Up! album debuted at number
one in April but limped in at number 77
for the year, after selling a respectable
142,000. By way of contrast, the
Jollification album by their fellow
scousers, the Lightning Seeds’. which
never climbed higher than number 15,
sold consistently throughout the year
finishing in 26th place, after selling
more than three times as many copies
as Wake Up!

The top catalogue album is Boh
Marley & The Wailers' Legend, which
finished in a highly creditable 83rd
place, 11 years after it was first
released.

The biggest selling reggae album
ever in Britain, it also holds that title in
America, where it hag been certified for
sales of more than Hm.

The Marley album is one of 30 in the
chart owned by PolyGram, though EMI
is cloge hehind on 27. Of the other
majors, Warner Music claims 12 titles,
Sony 10, BMG 5 and MCA 4. Indies
share the remaining 12 (see right ).

While dance music has a consistently
high share of the singles market, it
continues to struggle as an album
medium. Only 11 of the titles in the Top
100 can be remotely considered as
dance albums, this tally generously
including the more downtempo R&B
mutations of Tricky and Portishead, the
experimental Leftfield and the slick
American swing merchants like TLC
and R Kelly. Fifty-three pop albums -
from watery MOR to pure pop - make
the grade, alongside 34 rock albums
plus solitary representatives of reggace
(the aforementioned Marley album) and
country.

Apart from Robson & Jerome, eight
other debut albums released in 1995
make the grade, these heing the albums
by Boyzone, Free The Spirit, Leftfield,

0ASIS: EMERGING AS OVERALL BEST-SELLERS WITH TWO ALBUMS

ROBSON & JERMONE: DOUBLE TOP WITH ALBUMS AND SINGLES

1995 TOP 100 ALBUMS BREAKDOWN

Bill Whelan, Tricky. Blowing Free, The
Foo Fighters and the Chemical
Brothers.

Mention should alco be made of
Green Day. whose Dookie alhum came
out twice in 1994, but didn’t really take
off until 1995 was under way. By yvear's
end, it had sold more than 200,000
copies.

Green Day were ane of the few
modern American acts to suceeed in
1995. The US representation dropped Lo
a 10-yvear low. with just 23 Stateside
acts in the Top 100 for the year,
compared with 65 Brits, nine other
Furopean acts and three from farther

afield. As in the singles chart, groups
were more in vogue than they have
been for years, taking 62% of the chart,
compared with 267% for male soloists
and 12% for women.

The fact that Robson & Jerome
topped the chart is but one indication
that, Britain marches to a different
drum from the rest of the world. The
three contenders for best-selling album
worldwide in 1995, all with somewhere
around 10m sales, are Hootie & The
Blowfish's Cracked Rear View, Garth
Brooks' The Hits and The Cranberries’
No Need To Argue. The latier album is
ranked at number 22 in the UK with

almost half a million sales, but Brooks
is down in 88th place, while the
Blowfish are nowhere.

Looking at it from another angle, in
Billboard’s Top 100 albums of 1995, you
have to go down as far as number 37
before you reach the first British act.
and they are Bush, who have yet to
make the grade here, and could end up
like East End band Outfield who
enjoyed a fair bit of success in America
in the Eighties but weren't to British
tastes.

Things are improving, but despite the
suecess of Take That, we're not back for
good, yel. Alan Jones
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Alanis Morissette

10012-PLAY
R Kelly

Title label (distributar) Title label {distributor}
artist antist
1 ROBSON & JEROME RCA (BMG) 50 HDOht‘tT BORE US, GET TO THE CHORUS! GREATEST HITS ~ EMI{E)
oxette
; > o 51 EILQHS'HCA Deceptive (V)
astica
RObSO" G reen J emme HY"“ i 52 ALWAYS AND FOREVER st Avenug/EMI (€
: mal
2 {)WHAT'S THE STOKY) MOHNING GL(]RY" S Creston(aMvn) B3 2,23,'8'5 Reprise (W)
3 - THE COLOUR OF MY I.OVE o “Epicisms D4 STRIPPED Virgin (€}
- Celine Dion - - ___ TheRolling Stones
: EsstWesttv) 99 THE BENDS Parlophane {E)
B HISTORY- PAST PRESENT AND FUTURE; BOOK1 Epic (SM) B6 GREATEST HITS 1981-1995 Epic (SM)
Michael Jackson Luther Vandross
6 MADE IN HEAVEN Parlophone (E) 57 GAl.ORaE - THE BEST OF Virgin (E)
Quaen; .. ____Kirsty MacColl_
7 STANLEY ROAD Gol Discs (F) 58 PROTECTION/NO PROTECTION Witd Bunch/Virgin (F}
.Paul Welter __ ____Massive Attack
8 wmmRva;l;Hls Precious Org (F) 59 gmdsm Hard Hands/Columbia (SM)
25 Wat Wi e .
9 THE GREAT ESCAPE Food/Pariophone {E) 60 gguggrmom HEATHCLIFF EMI{E)
i) mmsmzm cLAss | wndl 61 SINGS THE MOVIES PoGram TV (A
__[Pulp oy Ba .
1" SOMEI'HING TO REMEMBER Maverick/Sire (W) 62.. IEA% BEST OF - VOI.UME_ TWO .. DEP int/Virgin (E)
12 I.OVESONGS : Rocket{F) - ;lﬁEI.DS OF GOLD - THE BEST OF ASM(P
Etton John Coi ng
13: mRY ON UP THE CHARTS THE BEST UF _ Gol Discs (A} 64 100 GDI.DEN GREATS Telstar (BMG)
@ Beautiful e
14 . MEDUSA el RCA (BMG) 65 PAN PlPES MOODS TWO PolyGramTV(F)
Annie Lennox . PR Free The Spirit
15 DAYDREAM . ~ Columbia (SM) -~ 66 RIVERDANCE MUSIC FROM THE SHOW CeInc Heartbeat (W)
~Mariah Carey -+ - . ._Bill Whelan
1G~» NDBODY ELSE : Rca(eMG) 67 TWISTED AZM (R}
- Det Amitri
Cmaﬁon {3MVN) STEA London {F)
asis 3 East 17
13 BIZARRE FRUlT/BlZARRE FRU|T Decnnstrucﬂon/RCA (BMG) - 69 BEGGAR ON A BEACH OF GOLD Virgin (F)
Peopla .3 Mike & The Machanics
19: ANTIIOLOGH Appleleiophoﬂe G ~70 MAXINOUAYE 4th & Broadway (F)
n UNPI.UGGED IN NEW YORK Gaffen (W)
. Nirvana
". 72 THE VIOLIN PLAYER EMI (E)
; g Vanessa-Mag :
ls!and (F) 213 MADE IN ENGI.AND Rocket (BMG)
Polydor (F) = 74 EVERYBODV ELSEIS DOING 1 SO WHY CANT WE? Island {F)
The Cranberries .
- asmip 75 SMASH Offspring (P)
Food/Parlophone (E} 76 MORE THAN THIS - THE BEST OF Virgin (F)
: i Bryan Ferry/Roxy Music
26 JOI.UHCATlO EpicisM) 77 WAKE UP! Creation {3MV/V)
_The Lightning Seeds - The Boo Radleys
27 GREATESTHITS _Columbia(sM) - 78 DAYS LIKE THIS Exile/Polydor (F)
Bruce Sprmgstse . § . s Van Morrison
28 DUMMY Gol Beat (F) 79 gDOD NEWS FROM THE NEXT WORLD Virgin (€}
- imple Minds
29 GREATEST Hrrs 1985-1995 . ile= Columbia (SM) 80 GOLD - GREATEST HITS Polydor {F)
Michael Bolton - - g Abba
30 VAULT GREATEST H|Ts 19”-1995 Biudgeon Riffola (F) N #EI.&TUMAT'C FOR THE PEOPLE Warner Bros (W)
3 SINGLES ' Columbia(sM) 82 SAX MOODS Dino (P)
Alison Moyet <~ Blowing Free
32 POWER OF A WOMAN 1st Avenue/EMI (E) 83 THE CHOIR Decca (F)
i Anthony Way/Syrewicz
33 CRAZYSEXVCDOL LeFace/Arista (BMG) 84 EeE"ﬁGHST China (P)
vellers
k7| ISus':rggsl:sD COCO Parlophone (E) 85 m%ﬂFﬂlgETERS Roswell/Pariophone (E)
. : er:
35. WEI.COME T0 THE NElGHBOUﬂHOOD Virgin (E) 86 R"%E%ELATANS Beggars Banquet {RTM/DISC)
Loaf e Lharalatans
36 POST . One Little Indian (P) 87 LEGEND . Tuff Gong (F)
____Bjork ___Bob Marley and The Wailers
37 CROSS ROAD - THE BEST OF Mercury(F} gﬂrg l;"sks Liberty (E)
arth Broo
38 Rln?anER East West (W) MUSlc FOR THE JILTED GENERATION XL Recordings (W)
Y. Prodigy
39 g‘s GREAT WHEN YOU RE STRAIGHT YEAH Radioactive (BMG) 9% NEVERMIND Geffen (BMG)
ack Grape Nirvana
40 CROCOD".E SHOES ) East West (W) 91 FA odSIS’tQNﬂEH IN THE WORKS Warner Bros (W)
————«Ew— - - wal
1 PULSE EMI (E) 92 THE GHOST OF TOM JOAD Columbia (SM}
Pink Floyd : . - Bruce Springsteen
42 PAN PIPE MOODS polyGramTV(H 93 HANK PLAYS CLIFF PolyGram TV (F)
Frea The Spirit Hank Marvin
43 UPAI.L NIGHT London {F) 94 glls ‘N’ HERS Island (F)
____Pulp
43 THE VEHY BEST OF EML (E) 95 GREATEST HITS Virgin (E)
Rabart Palmar Human League
45 CHANTS & DANCES OF THE NATIVE AMERICANS Virgin (E) 96 DIVINE MADNESS Virgin (E)
Sacred Spirit Madness
46 SEAL . zZrw) 97 BEAUTIFUL DREAMS AGM {F)
Seal - Chris De Burgh
47 MONSTER Warner Bros (W) 98 SECOND COMING Geffen (BMG)
The Stone Roses
48 TUESDAV NIGHT MUSIC CI.UB A&M(F) 99 EXIT PLANET DUST Junior Boy's Own (E)
Crow The Chemical Brothers
49 JAGGED UTTLE PILL. Maverick/Sire (W) Jive (BMG)
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AIRPLAY TOP 50 OF 1995
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