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rasure’s Abba-esque

CHART FOCU
E EP makes it four
weeks in a row at the

top of the singles chart, but
Mariah Carey's recording of
I'll Be There accelerates from
number 11 to number two,
simultaneously transcending
her own previous chart peak
(number nine for Vision Of
Love) and that of I'll Be There
(number four for the Jackson
Five in 1970).

Carey’s leap means that as
many records in the Top 10 are
remakes of former hits as are
original recordings. The best
performance of any original
song in the chart at present is
that of Richard Marx’s
Hazard, which holds at
number three on its ninth
week in the chart. Marx’s US
chart career got off to a flying
start with seven consecutive
top five hits, but of his eight
chart entries here prior to
Hazard, only Right Here
Waiting was a hit. That
peaked at number two in 1989;
none of the others climbed any
higher than 38. It's worth
noting that Marx was one of

five acts released from
contract by EMI a little over
a year ago, after a dispute
between the company and his
management, at which time
EMI president Sal Licata said,
“The reasons behind my
decision (are) based on
business logic.” After the
intervention of ceo Joe Smith,
however, Marx moved to sister
label Capitol, clearing the way
for Hazard, and for its parent
album Rush Street, which has
become his biggest success yet
in the UK, climbing to number
seven three weeks ago. It is
currently ranked ninth.

Of the 23 new entries to the

singles chart, the highest,
somewhat predictably, is
Electronic’s Disappointed at
number six. And Snap bounce
back from Colour Of Love,
which peaked at a lowly
number 54, to bring to an end
their opening run of five
straight Top 10 hits, to debut
at 13 with their club hit
Rhythm Is A Dancer.

While remakes are the
dominant force in the singles
chart, compilations are
increasingly ruling the
albums chart. The only album
of new material among this
week'’s six biggest sellers is
Elton John’s The One, which
holds at number two behind
Lionel Richie’s Back To
Front. Neil Diamond’s The
Greatest Hits 1966-1992
completes the top three,
becoming his highest charting
album since The Jazz Singer
in 1980. Finally, we bid
farewell, to Cher’s triple
platinum Love Hurts album,
which at least temporarily,
checks out of the chart after 51
weeks.

Alan Jones

CHART NEWCOMERS

ﬂ ELECTRONIC:
Disappointed,
Parlophone.

On loan to Parlophone after a
couple of hits for Factory,
Electronic — Johnny Marr
and Bernard Sumner —
instantly register their biggest
hit with this newly recorded
track, which will feature in
Kim Basinger’s upcoming
movie Cool World. Sumner
and Marr wrote the song with
Pet Shop Boys’ Neil Tennant,
who guests as vocalist.
Electronic continues to be very
much a hobby for its
principals, who are still
keeping their “day jobs” —
Sumner is currently working
on New Order’s upcoming
album, Marr is helping K-Klass
after completing his work on
the new The The album.

SOPHIE B.

HAWKINS: Damn, I
Wish I Was Your Lover.
Columbia.
25-year-old Sophie Ballantine
Hawkins was born and raised
in Manhattan. Taken from her
forthcoming album Tongues

MUSIC WEEK 4 JULY 1992

And Tails, this, her debut
single, has already reached
the top five in the US. Her
music is difficult to classify, as
befits one who lists her
influences as Bowie, Beethoven
and Coltrane, and has
mastered the art of playing
traditional African and
Brazilian instruments. Easily
the highest placed chart
debutant this week, Sophie
performed Damn on Top Of
The Pops a fortnight ago.

SINITTA: Shame
(¥.%-]| Shame Shame. Arista.

Izabella’s continental smash
made it into the record shops

first, but it’s Sinitta’s remake
of the Shirley & Co hit that
charts here. It’s the perky US-
born singer’s 11th hit, the
remainder being for the
Fanfare label. She is currently
working on her new album,
which will be released next
year. Aiming for “the perfect
pop album” her collaborators
will include Ian Levine, who
also produced the upcoming
Pasadenas and Take That
singles.

CELINE DION: If You
: Asked Me To. Epic.
French-Canadian Celine first
came to notice here four years
ago, when she won the
Eurovision Song Contest for
Switzerland. Since then, the
star, who previously recorded
only in French, has made a
couple of albums in English.
This is from her latest, a
recently released self-titled
collection that also includes
her Beauty & The Beast duet
with Peabo Bryson. Her first
solo hit, If You Asked Me To
was originally recorded by
Patti LaBelle. Alan Jones
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SALES
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