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hakespears Sister ease

ahead at the top of the

singles chart, and look
set to continue to dominate for
another couple of weeks —
though it would probably be
foolish to completely write off
the chances of Opus III's It's
A Fine Day (up to number
five) (pictured) or the
Temptations’ My Girl, which
vaults to number two.

Having tried and failed to
turn My Girl into a hit on
several occasions, most
recently in 1986, Motown
appears to have shot itself
in the foot — not by allowing
Columbia to license it,
but by simultaneously
releasing the Temps’ biggest
club hit in years, The
Jones’, which could ordinarily
be expected to receive
rather more radio support
than it has. The Jones’ entered
the chart last week, but has
already dipped out of the
Top 75, and the decision not to
hold it back until My Girl has
run its course could prove
costly.

Someone else with reason to
rue the success of My Girl is

aman who rates it as one of
Motown’s finest ever singles,
producer Ian Levine, who
recently cited it as a prime
example of a classic track that
couldn’t succeed in the current
climate.

Levine is delighted to be
wrong, but is paying for its
success by forfeiting his first
ever top three hit — his
production of the Pasadenas
I'm Doing Fine Now is jammed
at number four for a fourth
week, but its sales are
freefalling, and it is certain to
make a major downward move
next week.

Bryan Adams spent 16
weeks at number one with

(Everything I Do) I Do It For
You, but neither of two follow-
ups managed to breach the
Top 10. However, Though I'd
Died And Gone To Heaven, the
fourth single form his latest
album Waking Up The
Neighbours climbs to number
eight this week.

It’s rare for records dropping
down the Top 20 to turn
around and head back up, but
it happened last week with
Queen and Julia Fordham,
and this week with Pearl
Jam, whose Alive debuted at
number 17 a fortnight ago,
then slipped to number 18.
This week it rebounds to
number 16. TV and movie
exposure helped Queen and
Julia Fordham, but Pearl Jam
and a few others with similar
records in recent times have
less obvious catalysts — it
could just be that the
downturn in sales, which have
taken singles to their lowest
ebb since the early Seventies,
makes the chart more prone to
statistical blips, as sales
differentials are blurred by
sampling error rates.

Alan Jones

ANALYSIS

espite the newly-
launched Pro Vinyl
campaign to fight the

demise of vinyl, rumours of the
death of the seven-inch single
are grossly exaggerated.

Although in decline, its 27%
share of the singles market
remains the most popular
format.

Last week, Wet Wet Wet's
Goodnight Girl single sold
41% on the “old fashioned”
disc, remaining the number
one seven-inch despite losing
its overall top spot to
Shakespears Sister.

With chart rules allowing a
maximum of four formats,
Phonogram’s decision to go
with two CD singles saw the
12-inch dropped rather than
the seven-inch. Marketing
director Nick Rowe says: “If
you are looking for a crossover
hit the seven-inch is still vital.
Sales on the Wet Wet Wet
single prove that.”

RCA, meanwhile, is steering
clear of 12-inch, CD and
cassette formats with its
monthly releases by the
Wedding Present, which have

MUSIC WEEK 29 FEBRUARY 1992

so far secured two top 30
singles in two months.

The last single, Go Go
Dancer, entered the
seven-inch chart at number

four — reaching 20 in the
overall rundown — its 10,000-
copy limited edition selling out
in six days.

There appears to be no
pattern tying together those
singles which do fare better on
seven-inch, traditionally a pop
format and last week’s chart
sheds little light on the
matter.

While Kylie’s pop single
fared best on seven-inch —
accounting for 43% of sales —
Shanice’s didn’t — scoring
only 22% of sales on the
format.

Yet there is little sign that
dance music is unsuited to
seven-inch, While Opus I1I's
number 10 finished at 23 in
the seven-inch rundown with
just 17% of all sales on the
format, 2 Unlimited actually
improved on its overall
position.

The bad news for retailers
and media buyers is that the
relative success of seven-inch
is almost impossible to predict.
But one thing is for sure: don’t
count it out quite yet.

Martin Talbot

UPDATE

SALES
Index of unit Last This % diff This week last year
sales. 100=weekly week  week % diff
average in 1991
Albums 98 88 -10 -8
Singles 100 90 -10 -13
Music Video 85 66 -22 -25
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29 = 7 The KLF (The KLF) JAMSCD 006LJAMSLP 006 67 =0 RKelly & Public A REelly CHIP 123HIP 123 e e SransrELD. 0
STICK AROUND FORJOY  OneLittleindianTPLP 30 ) BOING! Korova CODE 17 (W) EURYTHMIC @ SUGARCUBES, Tho 30
30 « bes (Fox! TPLPXCDTPLP 30 68 « s Aithead (Shiling! orimert S031763032/K0DE 17 Py e T j“
31 = « EXTREMEPORNOGRAFFITTI*  mwisiiui) 6@ ,, , BLACKEVEDMAN RCAPKSOG0 BHG) LN W OSES . G
Extreme (Wagener) 3953132/3953131 The Cowboy Junkies (Timmins} PD30620/PL 30620 WALKER, Scot/The WALKER
32 o oy PERFORMSANDREWLLOVDWEBBER «  TosmrsTacIsuiMG () 5  MAGICANDLOSS SieWX AW werweTer N
Michael Crawford/RPO (Jarratt/Reedman} TCD 2544/STAR 2544 Lou Reed (Reed/Rathke) 7599266622/WX 435 KELLY. R, & PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 67 WONDER STUFF, The. ]
33 1 , GENERATIONTERRORISTS  ciuntisartsiS 74, ,; MARTIA'SKITCHEN @ Columbia 671894 (SH T viiA ot *
Manic Street Preachers (Brown) 4710602/4710601 Martika {Prince/Martika/Clivilles/Cale) 4671892/4671891 mf::;‘:s o 40
, Yngwis.. 7
34 a3 PAVAROTTIIN HYDE PARK Decca 4363204 {F) 72 au UNFORGETTABLE-WITHLOVE®  EietraEKTS1C(W) MANIC STREET PREACHE 3
Luciano Pavarotti {Cornall) 4363202/4363201 7 Natalie Cole (LiPuma) 7559610492EKT 91 m:;ﬁ(‘:““" AND THE WAILERS 5"’
35 1 VOICES ¥ Coolempo ZCTLP 2406l TG gy , INSPECTORMORSE - MUSIC FROM TV SERIES @
Kenny Thomas (Green/Percy/Lever/Fi CCD 1890/CTLP 24 Pheloung (Walker) Virgin VIMC 2VTCD 2VTLP 2(F) «Platinum @ Gold Ositver
FERMENT Fontana 5109034 F} GOLDMOTHER @ Fontana B485954 () o Parel ssies miﬁ'f.?ﬂl Soto sbsover  Racorde with a dese plc of £278 o bl
A 36 m Cathering Whel {Friese-Greene) 5090325109031 74 =« James (B i 8485952184855 laeh ruel s Incroass 100% or more over e o utain e oY auoted
last week
DISCOGRAPHY Parlophone TCPMTV 3 (€] THE BEST OF VAN MORRISON @ Polydor 8419704 () i + Music Wesk, BBC an roduced in cooperation with the
37 sn Pet Shop Boys Various) vy 19 o Van Morison (Various! BA197028419701 o BARD. oebad om & i sampe of 500 record SuLAes. ncorpireung LFa, Costets
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CD/LP
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Title
é Artists
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THE DEFINITIVE SIMON AND GARFUNKEL *

muml | This Week

1 STARS x5 EastWestWX42TCIW] 38 »u Simon And GarfunketVarious| _Columbia MOODC 21MOODCD 21 (SM) 12 THE AWARDS 1992 o
SlmplyRedlL&vme) 9031752842/WX 427 39 » 12 THE FORCE BEHIND THE POWER % EMiTCEMD 023 PolyGram TV 5152074 (F}
Diana Ross (Asher(CarmichaelWonder) CDEMD 1023EMD 1023 Various 5152072/5152071

SEVEN Fontana 5109324 F| THE IMMACULATE COLLECTION % 6 Sirewx 370 W) TENDER LOVE-17 ROMANTIC LOVE SONGS
2 mJameleameleoum) 510932265100321 40 “ 57 Madonna {Various) ysw;mzmxayo 2:: Various EMITCEMTV 64/CDEMTV B4/EMTV 64 (E)
3 m HORMONALLY YOURSO London 8282664 (F) 41 2 SCREAMADELICA @ Creation CCRE 076/CRECD 076 (P) 3 33 KAQOS THEORY Telstar STAC 2562 (BMG)
Shakespears Sister {Shal der/Thomas) 8282262/8282661 ! Primal Scream (Weatherall/OrtyMilter/Primat Scream) CRELP 076 Various TCD 2562/STAR 2562
4 HIGH ON THE HAPPY SIDE % Precious Organisation 5104274 F) 42 s GREATESTHITS % § RCA PK 74856 (BMG) 4. ¢ THEULTIMATERAVE o EMernm/PDIYGfam TCEVP2(E)
28 \WetWetWet (Wet Wet Wet) 5142720510427 %9 Eurythmics (StewartWiamslovi PD 74856 74856 § Various P 2/EVP2
B 315 WECANTDANCE %2 Vign GEMNC3F 49 JOSEPH..AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT % Really Useui B s , THECLASSICROMANCE  emiTCEMTVG3(E)
isfDavis) GENCD JGENLP3 % 27 jy5on DonovanCast Lloyd WebberWright) _ 51113045111302511301 () Various CDEMTV 6YEMTV 63
6 , FROMTHE HEART - HIS GREATEST LOVE SONGS O 44 31 36 LOVEHURTS #3 Geffen GEFC 24427 (BMG) 5 m THREE MINUTE HEROES

* 2 Eivis Presley Various) RCA PK 90642/PD 30642/PL 30642 (BMG) " 3 Cher Various) GEFD 24427/GEF 24427 Various Virgin Television VTMC 9/VTCD 9VTLP 9 (F)

7 m CURTIS STIGERS Arista 411953 (BMG)

45 %n USE YOUR ILLUSION | % Geffen GEFC 24415 (BMG)

7:: HIT THE DECKS VOL 1-BATTLE OF THE DJs
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and CD sales. All rights reserved.
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