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TE

he Brits have a
significant effect on
albums this week, with

three of the award winners
making spectacular gains.

Simply Red’s Stars (which
“as in any case on schedule for

seturn to the chart summit)

~more than doubles its previous
week’s sale to take the title by
a very large margin, while the
self-titled double platinum
debut albums by Seal and
Beverley Craven achieve
their highest chart positions
since September and August
respectively.

Craven’s album rebounds to
number seven from number 31
as its sales more than
quadruple, and Seal — who
picked up three awards —
achieves a similar
improvement as he climbs
from number 24 to number
five.

But it’s clear that to gain
maximum benefit you must
not only be a winner, you must
also perform at the awards, as
the above trio did. Some
albums — notably the
Commitments’

award-winning soundtrack —
actually migrate to lower
chart positions, despite their
exposure.

The necessity to provide
proof of artistry will doubtless
make the record industry
keener than ever to make the
awards show a shop window
for its best talent in future
years.

The singles chart remains
its usual volatile self,
relatively untouched by the
Brits, with 22 new entries. All
five first-timers are by dance
acts, whose records were club
hits pre-release.

Leading the influx is

20-year-old Shanice, whose
remixed I Love Your Smile
debuts at number seven, the
original mix of the song
having peaked at number 55
last November. Shanice’s
single, and The Jones’ by the
Temptations, which debuts at
number 69, are the first two
hits to emerge from Motown
since it switched its
distribution and marketing to
PolyGram at the start of the
year.

Ironically, My Girl, a
Temptations oldie licensed
from Motown by Epic is a
bigger hit than either, soaring
to number five this week, and
may be challenging — along
with Shanice and the week’s
other highest debutant, Opus
IIT’s Fine Day — for the
runners-up spot next week,
behind Shakespears
Sister’s Stay.

The latter disc moves into
pole position this week,
dethroning Wet Wet Wet’s
Goodnight Girl, which runs
out of steam this week after a
four week reign.

Alan Jones

TS SECOND TIME ROU

‘ hile the likes of
Madness and Simon
& Garfunkel enjoy

renewed success with oldie
hits, more recent releases are
increasingly getting a second
bite at the chart cherry .

Dance, rave and pop tracks
that were at best minor hits
are being reissued or remixed
within a few months to reach
often vastly improved chart
positions (see table).

The speed with which dance
singles can move from
dancefloor to mainstream is a
key factor. Moby’s Go, for
instance, made 46 in July last
year but three months later on
reissue reached the Top 10.

Success can be enhanced by
aremix ‘surgery’. Zoe’s
Sunshine On A Rainy Day
failed to make the Top 50 on
initial release in November
1990, yet in August 1991 got
to number four.

Lindsay Barrett from M&G
Records say: “The track was
Zoe’s first ever release and
sold just a few thousand
copies. We deleted it but the
club buzz grew and bootlegs
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were exchanging hands for
large sums of money. We
reissued with a subtle remix
and it came straight in at 14.
The single sold 250,000 units.”
The most recent examples of
the trend are Crucified by
Army of Lovers and Shanice
Wilson’s I Love Your Smile,

whose respective chart
positions the acts’ labels will
be studying with interest.
Critics may argue the trend
clogs the charts with remixes
and reissues, but it is ensuring
at least that some otherwise
wasted tracks get the chance
they deserve.  Steve Hurst

SALES

Index of unit Last This % diff This week last year
sales. 100=weekly week  week % diff '
average in 1991

Albums 75 98 +31 -1

Singles 96 101 +4 +1

Music Video 65 85 +30 +1

ALBUMS MARKET SHARE BY FORMAT

- _— MR Vinyl LP
sz
zov N, " Cocte
oz . -
080292 | N i
0% 25% 50% 5% 100%
Share

Four week rolling average ©) CIN

TOP TEN DISTRIBUTORS

1 PolyGram 6 Pinnacle

2 Warner Music 1RTM

JEMI 8 APT

4 BMG 9 Southern

5 Sony Music 10 Prism/Terry Blood

Compiled by Era based on Gallup data. Period: Jan 13 1992 10 Feb 9 1992,

THE BRITISH
SAUSAGE SONG
CONTEST

Closes on March 2

Some of the entries have

been brilliant.
Could your record company
make the winner a hit?

Contact Robert Metcalfe

British Sausage Bureau, 26 Fi
LONDON WIP 6BT
Tel: 071-388 7421 Fax: 071-388 7761

0y Square
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