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CHART FOCUS

ess than three months

ago, Wet Wet Wet had

reached crisis point:
their downwardly spiralling
chart career reached a new low
when Put The Light On
seaked at number 56, just
weeks aftemMake It Tonight
fizzled out at number 37. The
first tracks from the upcoming
Wet Wet Wet album High On
The Happy Side offered little
evidence that the band would
ever regain the magic that
gave them five Top 10 hits and
a near miss from their first
half dozen singles. Yet
Goodnight Girl, the third
choice single from their
album, moves to the top of the
chart this week, to become
their second number one. In
many ways, it must be much
more satisfying then their
first, 1988’s With A Little
Help From My Friends, which
was a cover of a familiar
Beatles song, released to aid
the Childline charity appeal at
a time when they had few
rivals in the teen heartthrob
stakes. Their latest is a self-
penned song with no charity
angle, released long after their

ANALYSIS

s it runs faster and
faster just to stay still
the UK singles

market is beginning to
resemble a hamster on a
treadmill.

The number of new entries
in 1992 has already
outstripped previous peaks. By
week three there had been 55
new entries and 12 debuts,
way clear of 1989’s previous
high of 38 with nine debuts.

This furious turnover
means, of course, that the
chart life of individual records
diminishes.

Despite Bryan Adams’
record-breaking 25 week-run,
singles in 1991 spent an
average 4.39 weeks on the
chart, another low. Behind
Bryan Adams came Chesney
Hawkes and Right Said Fred,
whose hits of 1991 hung
around for what was once an
unremarkable stretch — 16
weeks.

As a consequence of
shortening chart life, record
companies have fewer
opportunities to use singles to
expose acts to a mainstream
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teen appeal has faded.

Shaping up to give the Wets
arun for their money next
week is Give Me Just A Little
More Time, the latest hit from
Kylie Minogue, which debuts
at number five. It’s Kylie’s
highest debuting single since
Better The Devil You Know
six hits ago.

It’s one of two singles to
debut in the Top 10 this week,
and both are on PWL, the
other being Dutch duo 2
Unlimited’s Twilight Zone, a
follow-up to their number two
maiden hit Are You Ready For
This.

Despite the high-flying
debuts of these singles and the

Wonder Stuff’s Welcome To
The Cheap Seats, which enters
at number 11, it is actually a
very quiet week for singles,
with only eight new entries to
the Top 75, compared with 33
a fortnight ago and 20 last
week. But with many of the
singles that flooded into the
chart in that influx still
growing, the market has
expanded a little.

Finally, while applauding
Wet Wet Wet for their latest
singles success, we should
mention that Simply Red’s
Stars is number one album for
the seventh week — but
neither is the best-selling
music carrier of the week.
That honour falls to the video
of the movie Robin Hood —
Prince Of Thieves, which
outsold them both by a margin
greater than four to one. Its
musical content includes
Bryan Adams’ (Everything I
Do) I Do It For You, which
thus returns to the top of the
sales pyramid via the
backdoor, having topped the
singles chart in its own right
for 16 weeks last year.

Alan Jones

GE CHART LIFE OF TOP 75 SINGLES

audience, let alone make a
lasting impression.

“It is frightening — we must
have the fastest territory in
the world for singles,” says
A&M marketing director
Jason Guy.

Guy says the faster turnover
undoubtedly makes his life
much harder. “It means fewer
chart weeks to goround. Asa
result we have to fire off
singles so quickly that they
are a bit lost.”

Hand in hand with the
rising tally of new entries goes
the total of chart debuts. Last
year 222 acts made a first
appearance — 17 more than in
1990 and another high.

Guy says companies are so
desperate to break singles that
the industry is unable to act
together to slow down the
chart.

In desperation some have
suggested introducing an
airplay element would
lengthen chart life.

But that would undermine
the UK chart’s greatest
strength — its accuracy. “It
goes against a lot of
principles,” says Guy.

But as the wheel spins more
furiously than ever something
has to give. In the meantime
let’s hope the market is fit
enough to keep pace.

Matthew Cole

UPD

SALES
Index of unit Last This % diff This week last year
sales. 100=weekly week  week % diff
average in 1990
Albums 81 -9 +3
Singles 89 + 4 +7
Music Video 85 —16 +9
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