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CHART FOCUS

he most astonishing
shake-out in singles
chart history sees 18

records entering the Top 40
this week, while 33 debut on
the top 75. Both figures far
eed previous records, and
“«..¢ wholesale nature of the
change is such that not one of
the records listed between
number 50 and 75 last week
has survived. The sales-based
dance singles chart is even
more volatile, with nine new
entries in the Top 10 — the
one record which did survive
there being the Prodigy’s
‘Everybody In The Place’ EP,
which only charted last week
because of a distribution leak.
Inevitably the
extraordinary product blitz is
going to make further progress
extremely difficult for many,
and casualties are bound to
include some records which
would ordinarily fare much
better, but as a short-term way
of offsetting the new year sales
slump, it’s a winner. Sales of
singles last week declined a
mere 14% over the previous
week, much less than is

fter a year of recession,
strength in depth has
helped the record

industry’s wish for bumper
Christmas sales come true.

In album sales, each of the
last seven weeks of the year
were up compared with the
same period in 1990, with both
a flurry of new studio albums
from big name artists and the
seasonal surge in compilations
playing equally important
roles.

The Christmas week chart
(see table) showed as many
compilations as ever. But
although new product from
Simply Red, Michael Jackson,
U2, Michael Bolton, Genesis
and Lisa Stansfield helped
studio albums fill 11 of the top
20 compared with just seven
last year, it was outside the
higher placings where the
biggest gains were made.

Despite this year’s overall
increase in sales the top 10
fared much the same as last
year’s, with Christmas week
sales of around 1.4m albums.

In 1990, however, sales were
boosted by the huge success of
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normal for this time of year.
And compared to the first
week of 1991, they show a
handsome 26% surge.

Even though album sales were
down by more than a half on
the artificially high levels
they enjoyed immediately
after Christmas, they were
13% higher last week than in
the same week of 1991 despite
there being NO new entries to
help buoy the market.

The most extraordinary
change as far as singles are
concerned is in the shape of
the market: the sales required
to chart at number 75 were up
a massive 36% compared to

the previous week.

The number one single
remains Queen’s Bohemian
Rhapsody, KLF hold at
number two and Right Said
Fred climb to number three,
but neither poses a threat.
Ditto Wet Wet Wet'’s
Goodnight Girl, but in
climbing to number nine it
represents a triumph for the
group, giving them their first
Top 10 since 1989.

Highest new entry is Ce Ce
Peniston’s We Got A Love
Thang. It makes the transition
from dancefloor to shop with
surprising ease, considering
her previous dance anthem
Finally reached only number
29 on the Gallup chart after
topping the club listings.
Finally, as Erasure’s Am |
Right? slides from number 37
to number 73, their new EP of
the same title debuts at
number 22. Their 17th hit, it
includes new remixes of their
last three singles (Am 1
Right?, Love To Hate You,
Chorus) and a brand new tunce
entitled B3.

Alan Jones

CHRISTMAS ALBUMS: HOW THEY COMPARE

Elton John and Madonna
collections — both of which
outsold any of this year’s
albums over Christmas week.
While such close
comparisons are flawed by the
fact that Christmas Day fell on
a Wednesday — depriving this
year’s chart of an extra
pre-Christmas shopping day

=

1)

— such details further
highlight the strength of sales
at the lower reaches of the
chart.

With 1991 finishing on an
extraordinarily high note —
the last week’s sales up 43%
on 1990 — the industry must
hope the sales boom will
continue. Martin Talbot

UPDATE

SALES
Index of unit Last This % diff This week last year
sales. 100=weekly week  week % diff
average in 1990
Albums 278 109 —55 +13
Singles 103 78 —14 +26
Music Video 42 13 —67 +26
ALBUM MARKET SHARE BY CHART POSITION
WE 2m ||} ponssonand] 3 NUMBER 1
3ont || sl 3 210
s 112
st d| w2140
| = i = O a5
w2l . L ol 2 0 comps
Share 0% 2% 50% 5% 100% [ CATALOGUE
Four week rofling averages. © CIN
TOP 10 DISTRIBUTORS
1 POLYGRAM 6 PINNACLE
2EMI 7RTM
3BMG 8 PRISM LEISURE
4 SONY MUSIC 9 TERRY BLOOD

5 WARNER MUSIC 10 PICKWICK
Compiled by ERA from Gallup data. Based on Top 200 album charts
Nov 25 to Dec 21 1981.

The

music week
Awards Dinner

the evening of
Wednesday, February 26, 1992

Table reservation and entry
forms are now available.

Call Jane Herd on the
Music Week Awards hotline

071-620 3636
(ext 5478 or ext 5470)
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