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ith its sales dipping
amere 2%, Bryan
Adams’ single

(Everything I Do) I Do It For
You still has a two to one sales
lead over its nearest rival, and
romps home for a sixth week
at nv—ber one.

It._ (s unassailable for at
least one more week, and will
thus become the longest
running number one since
1984, when Frankie Goes To
Hollywood’s Two Tribes
spent nine weeks at the top.

The next number one will
probably be either Right Said
Fred’s I'm Too Sexy, or, more
likely, PM Dawn'’s Set Adrift
On Memory Bliss. The latter
disc debuts at number five this
week, beating the number 14
peak of last year’s Queen
Latifah/De La Soul hit .
Mama Gave Birth To The Soul
Children to become the biggest
hit to date for Gee Street, and
justifying Island’s decision to
rescue the label.

Based largely on Spandau
Ballet’s number one hit True,
the PM Dawn hit has created
new _ 1and for the Spandau

ANALYSIS |

he Reggae Music

Association’s decision to

lobby for an official CIN
chart has highlighted the
issue of genre charts.
. Technically there is little to
stop the proliferation of any
number of specialist genre ,
charts. ERA, the Spotlight -
Publications subsidiary which
compiles genre charts from'
CIN data for Music Week,
:lassifies new releasesinto 65
:ategories. Theoretically there
:ould be a chart for each.

However, in reality
:stablishing a viable chart
lemands significant sales, a
»anel to provide them, and
nost important of all — as the
roponents of the Scottish
“hart have discovered —
sufficient cash backing to fund
e whole process.
The basis of all MW sales

‘harts remains the full Gallup
»anel.

track, which will be re-issued
as a single next week, to be
followed next month by a
Spandau Ballet Best Of . . .
compilation.

Let go by Polydor after an
association spanning a decade,
Level 42 bounce back, with
their debut RCA single,
Guaranteed, entering the
chart at number 17. Their
24th hit in total, it’s already
their most successful since
Heaven In My Hands reached
number 12 three years ago.

They're not the only act on
the comeback trail with a new
label: Midge Ure registered
nearly 30 hits in the eighties,
recording with Ultravox,

Visage, Mick Karn, Band
Aid and solo, but has been
absent from the chart since
1988. Newly signed to Arista,
he debuts at number 31 with
Cold, Cold Heart.

The publicity given to the
upcoming Terminator 2 film
pays dividends for Guns N’
Roses, whose song You Could
Be Mine — featured in the
film — rebounds from number
17 to number 16 this week.

Meanwhile, the lack of
superstar product has resulted
in a bigger summer slump in
album sales than usual this
year, with only a trickle of new
entries to the artist album
chart.

The current economic gloom
is helping TV merchandisers
to get cut-price airtime, with
the result that four of the ten
best selling albums this week
are multi-artist compilations
made for TV. It's even allowed
Virgin the rare luxury of
advertising a single (BEF'S
Family Affair) on TV, giving
it sufficient impetus to finally
crack the Top 40.

Alan Jones

Selection simpling‘

by : - period
Gallp . Two weeks
Gallup/CMA - Two weeks
ERA” - One week

meaningful statistics.

But even the Top 1,000 is
insufficient to provide
statistically significant heavy
metal or jazz charts. The panel
for these charts excludes
multiples such as Woolworths
to give minority music a
higher profile. In the case of
jazz even this has been
insufficient. Four weeks data
have to be used and then jazz
has had to be combined with

panel of 71 dealers who each
sell at least five times more
dance music than average.

Reggae is unlikely ever to
be able to generate such a
panel. It may also find it
difficult to generate
sufficient media interest to
pay for a chart.

CIN’s Wistreich argues that
a better bet for a new
specialist chart could well be
an MOR or easy listening

UPDATE

SALES
Index of unit Last This % diff Tk
sales. 100=weekly week week
average in 1990
Albums 85 83 -3
Singles 98 100 +3
Music Video 72 67 -7
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TOP 10 BEST SELLING ALBUM AF

Pos Artist Previous

Chart
1 CHER 1
2 LUCIANO PAVAROTTI —)
3 THE JAM —)
4 SEAL {4)
5 REM (2)

Compiled by ERA from Gallup data.

Pos

.

=TI

Artist

EURYTHMIC
MADONNA
TOM PETTY
OMD

ROD STEWA

Based on Top 200 album charts July 8 to August 3.
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