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C The Shoop Shoop Song

comes to an end this week,
with Color Me Badd’s |
Wanna Sex You Up taking
over. It’s the first time in UK
cha Tistory that three
cond..utive number ones have
been recorded specifically for
movie projects. ] Wanna Sex
You Up was recorded for the
soundtrack of the film New
Jack City, The Shoop Shoop
Song for Mermaids and the
number one before that —
Chesney Hawkes’ The One
And Only — for Buddy. What
chance a fourth movie number
one in a row, albeit one
originally recorded as part of
an act’s regular output? The
record in question is the
Doors’ Light My Fire (As used
in Oliver Stone’s film) which
makes the biggest advance on
the whole of the Top 75 this
week, sprinting from number
29 to number 10.

The Shoop Shoop Song is
showing remarkable
resi- nce for a single that
spen._.«ve weeks at number
one, and was only narrowly

defeated this week. Reasons
for this appear to be twofold:
first, the Mermaids movie is
now on general release, a fact
which is bound to increase
demand for the song, and
second the fact that the
Mermaids soundtrack, which
came out a fortnight ago, is
failing to sell very well.

Apart from the Color Me
Badd disc, all of this week’s top
six are by female solo stars, as
are eight of the top 13 discs,
and nine of the top 15 —
wherever you divide it, they’ve
never done so well. Among
this group is Madonna, whose
Holiday single is the week’s
highest new entry at 12,
having peaked at six.

Among the other sixteen

new entries to the chart this
week are debut hits for
Extreme, the US rock band
who are currently number one
(with a different disc) in their
homeland Deep C and
LaTour — the latter with
People Are Still Having Sex,
which borrows its more
orgasmic effects from Raze’s
Break 4 Love. Songs about
love are the staple diet of the
charts, but sex songs are few
and far between. Even so,
radio seems to be coping quite
well with the LaTour and
Color Me Badd singles — the
latter, incidentally, being the
first number one ever to use
the S word in its title.

Electronic is a partnership
forged by former Smiths
guitarist Johnny Marr and
New Order vocalist Bernard
Sumner. Both groups have had
number one albums, and it
was widely expected that
Electronic’s self-titled debut
would make its bow this week
in pole position. In fact, it
enters at number two, as
Seal’s album retains the top
spot.

Alan Jones

he albums market
stands on shifting
sands. A look at the

varying market share taken
by chart, compilation and
catalogue product reveals a
new set of priorities for
marketing departments.

When Seal unseated The
Eurythmics last week his was
the ninth number one of the
year and, like all others, it
entered at the top.

But activity beneath the
number one has been less
frenetic with a marked drop in
sales.

While the market share of
positions 1-10 rose slightly in
the first quarter of 1991
compared with the previous
year, positions 11 to 75 took a
significantly reduced chunk of
sales.

Yet despite the mid- chart
,lump the overall market has
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Figure? show first quart?r changes in
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total album market.
Meanwhile Top 10
compilations upped their
share by 9%.

Duckworth believes the
increasing number of
compilations and easier access
to TV advertising play an
equal part.

In January to March 1991
EMI entered the chart
compilation market with two
releases and Sony’s output
rose from one to three.

Duckworth says: “I am sure
there are more compilations
around and, as TV advertising
is getting cheaper, they are
more strongly marketed.

“But these are incremental
sales. They don’t take away
from chart album sales.”

The falling share of the
market at positions 2-75 is
more likely to be linked to the
drop in peripheral record
buyers.

In a year when albums by
The Farm, Jesus Jones and
REM all entered at number

UPD

SALES
Index of unit Last This % diff T
sales. 100=weekly week week
average in 1990 ) .
Albums ' T 81 +14
Singles 85 89 +5
Music Video 58 67 +16
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Four-week rolling averages

ROOKIES
1 SEAL ZTT 4 7 THE FARM, Pr(
2 EMF, Parlophone 6 8 BARRINGTON
3 KLF, KLF Communications 17 Virgin Televisi
4 BEVERLEY CRAVEN, Epic 18 9 CHAPTERHOU:
5 THE SIMPSONS, Geffen 22 10 WILSON PHILL
6 OLETA ADAMS, Fontana 28

Best selling debut albums from previously uncharted acts. Compil
data. Various artists albums excluded. Sales period: 28 April to
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920 1 o SUGARTAXO Vign Vs B@ . MCMXCAD. * Virgin Iternational MCVIR 1 {F) 20 13 10 THATLOVING FEELING VO
OMD (OMD/Gray/Richards) COV 2648/V 2648 Enigma (Enigma) COVIR 1LPVIR 1 Various
21 _— THEIMMACULATE COLLECTION *5  Various WX 370C (W) 59 62 15 TIME'S UP Epic 4669204 (SM)
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