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hesney Hawkes

successfully fights off the
challenge of James to take a
third week at number one, but
both records are now in
decline, so next week’s number
one could be either the

terboys’ six-year-old

.10le Of The Moon or Rescue
Me by Madonna, though the
odds are slightly in favour of
The One And Only becoming
the first four week winner of
1991. While that’s something
of a disappointment for James,
they must be well pleased that
their 1991 version of Sit Down
did so well — their original
1989 recording of the song
peaked at number 77.

Rescue Me debuts at
number four, to become the
eighth single by Madonna to
become an instant top five hit,
following Into The Groove
(which debuted at number
four), True Blue (number
three), La Isla Bonita (number
five), Who's That Girl (number
three), Like A Prayer (number
two), Vogue (number four) and

-azy For You (number two).
—. all, Madonna has now had
25 Top 10 hits, among them

seven number ones, but each
of her last three hits has
peaked at number two.

While Maddy’s appeal seems
undimmed, George Michael’s
last few singles have brought
ever diminishing returns. This
week his latest, Cowboys and
Angels, slumps from its peak
of number 45 to number 61.
It’s his first single ever to fall
short of the Top 40, and the
fourth single in a row from his
album Listen Without
Prejudice Volume 1 to mark a
new low point in his singles
chart career.

Curiously, sales of Listen
Without Prejudice are
reportedly nearing a million in
only eight months, eclipsing

the 900,000 or so that Faith
has sold so far. Not bad,
considering all five Faith
singles were Top 20 hits.

Dannii and Kylie Minogue
are the first sisters ever to
have separate Top 10 hits.
Dannii’s first, Love And
Kisses, rises five places to
number 10 this week.

Finally, even though sales of
singles are likely to be further
diminished by recent VAT
increases which push prices
over £2 for seven inch singles
for the first time (WH Smith,
for example, now charges
£2.05) there are lucrative
hidden benefits for hitmakers,
not least from the inclusion of
their recordings on
compilation albums. Nomad’s
(I Wanna Give You) Devotion,
for example, will keep its
creator, Damon Rochefort, out
of the poor house for some
time. In various mixes, it can
be found on all of this week’s
top three compilations (Now
19, Thin Ice — The First Step
and Hardcore Uproar) as well
as the newly issued Rage —
Make Some Noise Volume 1.

Alan Jones

sales,” says McGuinness
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a crucial role in bringing

new sounds from across
the Atlantic ever since the
early days of rock 'n’ roll.

And today enterprising
distributors are growing ever
more aware of the demand for
import albums prior to their
UK release.

The Doors movie soundtrack
was usurped by hundreds of
import copies from the US
coming on to the market a
month before the official UK
release at the end of March.

Even the fact that all the
tracks had been previously
available in the UK since the
early Seventies didn'’t stop it
topping London store
Selfridges’ in-house album
chart last month.

That the album was an
import at all helped sell copies
on its own. Director of import

specialist distributor
Nl Lnsimd Danavde Tanv

I mport; singles have played

He admits: “Some people
think of us as parasites but
others think of us in terms of
free promotion.”

With the Doors import
selling just a few hundred
copies, WEA marketing
manager Tony McGuinness is
certainly not worried.

Import singles can be a
nuisance if they take the

attention away from official
volaacae he cave hnt albums

philosophically.

In February the German
album Bite by Ned'’s Atomic
Dustbin reached number 72 in
the Gallup chart on import; a
rare example of an album
achieving the volume of sales
needed for chart status.

Even the most successful
import albums can only
muster a few thousand copies.
One of Greyhound'’s biggest
hits was the Joyce Sims album
Come Into My Life, which
shifted about 5,000 copies
on import before official
release.

Hickmott claims the success
of the album broke the artist
in the UK, just like Anita
Baker’s The Songstress, which
sold around 10,000 copies on
import before its UK release.

“If we hadn’t done as well
with Joyce Sims and Anita
Baker they might never have
broken through.”

UPDATE

SALES
Index of unit Last This % dif
sales. 100=weekly week  week
average in 1990
Aibums 99 76 -23
Singles 103 84 —18
Music Video 96 66 =31

SINGLES MARKET SHARE B\

SHARE 0% e 5% T
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=3 CD SINGLES = CASSETT]

Four-week rolling averages '
©CIN
ROOKIES
1 BARRINGTON PHELOUNG, Virgin 4 6 ENIGMA,
2 THE SIMPSONS, Geffen 12 7 ROXETTE,
3 THE FARM, Produce 14 8 VANILLA|
4 THE KLF, KLF Communications 25 9 MILLTOW
5 OLETA ADAMS, Fentana 26 10 SNAP, Ari

Best selling debut albums from previously uncharted acts. ¢
data. Sales period: 4 March to 30 March.
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Bob Dylan (Various) 4680862/4680861

69 (=

PRAISE - 18 CHORAL MASTERPIECES Pop & Arts PATMC 301 (BMG)
London Philharmonic Choir/NPO (Martin) PATCD 301/PATLP 301

33 21 22 THEVERY BEST OF THE BEE GEES *  Polydor 473347

The Bee Gees (Gibb/Gibb/Gibb/Various) 8473392/8473391

71 "

STARRY NIGHT @ Columbia 4672844 {SM)
Julio Iglesias (Hammond} 467284214672841

3 4 2 17 MCMXCAD. @ Virgin International MCVR 1 (F) 72 w0 7 NO MORE GAMES/THE REMIX ALBUM Columbia 4674344 (SM)
Enigma (Enigma) CDVIR 1/LPVIR 1 New Kids On The Block {no credit) 4674942/4674941
35 %2 SERIOUS HITS...LIVE! % 3 Virgin PCMCX 1 {F) 73 » 2 EARTH INFERNO Beggars Banquet BEGC 120 (W)
Phil Collins {Collins/Colby) PCCDX 1/PCLP1 Fields Of The Nephilim (F.0.T.N./Jackson) BEGA 120CD/BEGA 120
36 - PILLS ‘N’ THRILLS AND BELLYACHES % Factory FACT 320C (P} 7 4 NEW LIGHT THROUGH OLD W|NDOWS %2 EastWest WX20CW)
Happy Mondays {Oakenfold/Osborne) FACT 320CDIFACT 320 Chris Rea (Rea/Kelly) 2438412/WX 200
37 n o IME'SUP Epic 4669204 (SM) 75 = 1 30 SOMETHING Rough Trade R 20112704/R 20112702 RT)
Living Colour {Stasium) 4669202/4669201 Carter - The Unstoppable Sex Machine (Sex Machine/Painter) R 20112701
38 . X * Mercury 8466684 (F)
INXS (Thomas) 8466682/8466681

HAPPY MONDAYS...
HARRY, Deborah, &
HAWKES, Chesney .
HOFFS, Susanna
HOUSTON, Whiti
IGLESIAS, Julio..
INX 38

ISAAK, Chris
JESUS JONES...
JESUS LOVES Y
JOHN, Elton

® Gold
(100,000)

/\ Panel sales increase of 50 to 99% over

iast week

A Panel sales increase 100% or more over

last week

€1 Silver
(60,000)

* Platinum
{300,000)

© CIN. Compiled by Gallup for Music Week. B
BPI and BARD, based on a mimmum sample ¢
and CD sales. All rights reserved.



