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CHARTFILE

BY ALAN JONES

ack with their first single in over a

. the Pet Shop Boys storm onto
singles chart at number four with ‘So
3, thereby equalling their highest

Jt to date, attained by 'Always On My
1 in 1987. That single went on to top
chart, but 'So Hard' will struggle to
sme the fifth PSB chart-topper, as

e is strong opposition, primarily

bby Vinton's Blue Velvet, which
s from number |6 to number three,
itus Quo’s ‘Anniversary Waltz',

-h soars from number 31 to number
and, of course, the current Number
2 'Show Me Heaven' by Maria
Kee, which significantly increases its
at the 1 of the chart this week.

0 Hare. . the eighth of |3 Pet Shop
s' singles to make its initial chart
earance inside the Top 10 since they
came to prominence via ‘West End
s'in 1985, In all, 19 singles have

uted inside the Top 10 this year, a

re (at this stage of the year) exceeded

¢ once in chart history — in 1989,

:n there were 24 Top 10 debutants by
first week in October, the full year's

" reaching 30.

ra Kid K features on two fast rising
in the Top 30 this week. Debuting at
aber 12 is Technotronics’

gamix’, while climbing 16 notches to
ber 24 is ‘Spin That Wheel (Turtles

- Real) by Hi Tek 3.

rhunder’s ‘She's So Fine' cautiously
es up to number 34 this week. The

Is are that it won't go much further.

: grouf already had three Top 40
this yea. without ever reaching the

» 20 — 'Dirty Love' peaked at number
in February, ‘Backstreet Symphony’
ched number 25 in May and ‘Gimme
ne Lovin" got to number 36 in July.

TWLW

1 — SOHARD Pet Shop Boys . Parlophone
2 13 I'VEBEEN THINKING ABOUT YOU Londonbeat Anxious
3 - MEGAMIX Technotronic Swanyard
4 6 ICAN'TSTANDIT Twenty 4Seven BCM
5 3 FASCINATING RHY THM Bass-O-Matic Guerilla
6 [ GROOVEISIN THEHEART Deee-Lite Elektra
7 4 GROOVY TRAINTheFarm Produce
g 10 FALL(EP)Ride Creation
9 12 CULT OF SNAP Snap! Arista
10 14 17T'S ASHAME (MY SISTER)Monie Love (featuring True Image) Cooltempo
- EVERYBODY (RAP) Criminal Element Orchestra/Wendell Williams deConstruction
12 — HEAVEN The Chimes CBS
i3 18 TUNESSPLITS THE ATOMMC Tunes Versus 808 State 1T
4 9 1SONGS(EP) The Wedding Present RCA
15 — SHOW ME HEAVEN MariaMckee Epic
16 1l THEN The Charlatans DeadDead Good
17 7 WHAT TIMEIS LOVE? The KLF KLF Communications
8 — ANNIVERSARY WALTZ —PART | Status Quo Vertigo
9 — SHE'S SO FINE Thunder EMI
20 5 NEVERENOUGH The Cure Fiction

@ Congratulations to Maxi Priest,
whose 'Close To You' is the first single by
a British artist to top the US Hot 100
since Phil Collins’ 'Another Day In
Paradise’ held the crown way back in
January.

One of the writers of ‘Close To You'
was €ary Benson, who scored a
solitary British Top 20 hit as long ago as
1975 with his recording of ‘Don't Throw It
All Away’. That wasn't a US hit — but
Benson did write john Travolta’s (pre
‘Grease’) American hit ‘Let Her In', which
reached number 10 in 1976. He also
wrote Travolta's follow-up, the number 38
hit ‘Whenever I'm Away From You', but
as far as | can establish, 'Close To You'is
his first hit since that time.

@ Having already made the headlines
when their reissued hit ‘Unchained
Melody' re-entered the US Hot 100 a few
weeks ago, following its use in the
summer's surprise blockbuster movie hit
‘Ghost, the Righteous Brothers do
it again this week as they debut at number
45 with the newly-recorded smash ...
‘Unchained Melody’ — and, no, that's not
a misprint,

The fact is that the original 1965
recording of ‘Unchained Melody" was re-
released only as a vinyl single, as the
record company (Verve) figured that if
people couldn't get it on cassette or
compact disc they would instead buy the
Righteous Brothers' ‘Greatest Hits" album,
which is readily available in both formats.
But the enterprising Curb label got the
duo — Bobby Hatfield and Bill
Medley — to re-record ‘Unchained
Melody' lick-for-lick and rushed it out as a
single on cassette and compact disc. It's a
bold gesture that seems to have paid
dividends — they have already shipped
over half a million copies to shops, and

4 ’

® BOBBY VINTON: “The reuason they couldn’t track me down was I’ve been
in the halrdressers for the last 30 year

the original version of "Unchained Melody’
has stalled at number 10 in the chart after

weeks of unchecked progress. This spoiler

doesn't seem to have affected sales of the
duo's ‘Greatest Hits' album too badly,
however, as it continues to progress up
the chart, moving smoothly from number
38 to number 32 this week, while the
soundtrack from the film ‘Ghost, —
wherein it also features — vaults from
number |5 to number nine.

Curb intend to release a ‘Best Of The
Righteous Brothers' album at the end of
the month. The 1two 50-year-olds have
already cut new versions of their Sixties
hits like ‘Georgia On My Mind', 'My Babe’
and 'Ebb Tide' for the project. though it
will also feature the original recording of
"You've Lost That Lovin' Feelin”.

The remake of ‘Unchained Melody' is
the Righteous Brothers' first new hit since
‘Dream On' narrowly scraped into the
Top 10in 1971

Unlike Britain — where Luluw's two

s

recordings of ‘Shout’ were combined for
chart purposes — US chart regulations
specify that new recordings are to be
treated separately from re-issued oldies,
Even so. it is very rare for any act to have
two different versions of the same song
on the chart at the same time. It last
happened in 1976. It was also precipitated
by a film, and also pitted a re-recording
against an oldie. Bobby Gentry was
the artist concerned, and the battle was
between her 1967 chart-topper ‘Ode To
Bille joe', re-issued by Capitol, and ‘Ode
To Billy Joe' (note spelling) a new
recording she made for Warner Brothers
for the film of the same name, which was
directly inspired by the song. It starred
Robby Benson and Glynnis
O*Connor, and solved the mystery of
exactly what Billie Joe McAllister
threw off the Tallahatchee Bridge. The
original version of the song peaked at
number 54 second time around, while the
re-recording ran out of steam at 65.
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I — XINXS Mercury/Phonogram
2 | INCONCERT Various Decca
3 2 LISTEN WITHOUT PREJUDICE VOL | George Michael Epic
4 — THERAZORSEDGEAC/DC Atco/East West
5 4 SLEEPING WITH THEPAST Elton john Rocket/Phonogram
6 — THATLOVINGFEELING YOL3 Various Dino
7 7 MARIAH CAREY Mariah Carey CcBS
8 5 OOHLAS VEGAS DeaconBlue cBs
9 10 SOULPROVIDER Michael Bolton CBS
10 3 ROOM TOROAM The Waterboys Ensign/Chrysalis
(B 8 STEPPING OUT—THE YERY BEST OF... Joe Jackson A&M
12 — RUST IN PEACE Megadeth Capitol
13 6 HEAVEN ORLAS VEGAS Cocteau Twins 4AD
[E MIDNIGHT STROLLRobert Cray Mercury/Phonogram
15 15 FOREIGN AFFAIRTina Turner Capitol
16 9 SLAMMIN' Various A&M
1714 BOOMANIABetty Boo RhythmKing
18 19 ...BUTSERIOUSLY Phil Collins Virgin
19 13 WILSON PHILLIPS Wilson Phillips SBK
20 — JUST THE TWO OF US Various Epic




