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CHARTFILE

BY ALAN JONES

he absence of a strong challenger,
rtners In Kryme's Turtle Power’
oys a third week at number one.

JA featuring Suzanne Vega

we up a notch to number two with

im's Diner’ and could snatch the crown
<« week. But there’s no chance of glory
MC Hammer’s ‘U Can't Touch

i, Blue Pearl's 'Naked In The Rain’
the Soup Dragons’ I'm Free’, which
move up, and now occupy third, fourth
1 fifth place respectively. In reality they
» weakening, especially ‘U Can't Touch
is', which is now on its 10th week in the
ings.

New ““ids On The Block’s

night  abs to number eight to

come the group’s fifth Top 10 hit of the
ar, following "Hangin' Tough', 1l Be

ving You (Forever), ‘Cover Girl and

ep By Step.

The last group to notch five Top 10 hits

in a year was Adam & The Ants,
who turned the trick with "Young
Parisians’, *Kings Of The Wild Frontier’,
‘Stand And Deliver’, ‘Prince Charming' and
‘Ant Rap' in 1981.

@ Bananarama’s brave new (post-
SAW) world isn't proving as friendly as
they would have hoped. ‘Only Your Love’
dips to number 32 this week, having
apparently peaked at number 27. Unless it
recovers, it will have made the worst
showing of any Bananarama single since
“Trick Of The Night' peaked at number 32
in February 1987.

Disappointment too for Phil Collins
as ‘That's Just The Way It Is" dips from its
peak of number 26 to number 30. That’s
his lowest charting single since 'Don't Let
Him Steal Your Heart Away' in 1983.

Phil can console himself in the
knowledge that ‘That's Just The Way It Is
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is the fourth single of his current album

‘.. But Seriously', and couldn't really have
been expected to fare much better in
view of the phenomenal two million plus
sales posted by ... But Seriously" No such
excuses for Bananarama — 'Only Your
Love' is the first singte off their yet to be
released new album.

@ Wet Wet Wet are back on the hit
trail with their double A-sided hit *Stay
With Me Heartache/l Feel Fine'. The
former track is a new group composition,
while ‘| Feel Fine' is a new version of The
Beatles' | 964 chart topper.

The Wets, of course, previously topped
the chart in 1988 with their recording of
another Beatles' song, ‘With A Little Help
From My Friends’ off the Fabs’ Sgt
Pepper’ album.

| Feel Fine' is the |2th Beatles’ hit to
subsequently return to the charts in a
cover version. Wet Wet Wet joining the
following exclusive group of acts who have
dared to cover a Beatles' hit and be
rewarded for their gall with a hit of thewr
own. In the order in which they have
achieved it, the others arc: Ella
Fitzgerald, Peter Sellers, Otis
Redding, Ray Charles, Wilson
Pickett. Shirley Bassey, Stevie
Wonder, David Cassidy, The 4
Seasons, Dollar. Tina Turner.
Ferry Aid and Bananarama/
LaNeeNeeNooNoo. There are, of

course, many other acts who have
successfully covered Beatles’ album track:
and others who have had hits with songs
actually donated by The Beatles. All will
be revealed in a forthcoming edition of
Chartfile.

@ Record companies rarely feel well-
inclined towards boot leggers, but A&M
Records must be an exception. They hav
two current major hits that stiffed when
first released, and owe their current
popularity to bootleggers.

The story of Suzanne Vega's ‘Tom's
Diner is already well-documented. A
number 58 hit in 1987, in its original a
capella version, it became a serious chart
contender only after DNA added a danc
rhythm track to it and pressed up enoug
copies to create a major buzz. A&M
sensibly decided to play Ball with the
erstwhile bootleggers and are now reap
rewards.

Sting's ‘Enghshman In New York' falled
to impress in 1988, peaking at number 5
but was subsequently given a legal dance
remix by the ubiquitous Ben Liebran
for Djs. It caused a few ripples at the
time, and remained in demand unti an
unauthorised version of it appeared a
while ago, prompting A&M to secure
Liebrand's remix for themselves. The
single was released last Monday, and 1s a
instant hit, debuting at number 26 this

week.
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