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CHARTFILE

BY ALAN JONES

D Phil Collins' latest album "... But
seriously’ was recently certified platinum
or the SEVENTH time, and has now sold
sver 2,100,000 copies. That's the highest
;ale ever for an album on Virgin, beating
he 1,800,000 mark set by his own ‘No
acket Required’, and recently equalled by
Mike Oldfield's Tubular Bells'

Only three albums have sold more
copies than *... But Seriously’ in the last
decade — Dire Straits’ ‘Brothers In
Arms, Michael Jackson's Thriller’ and
Bad".

*_.. But Seriously’ is currently number
10 in the chart. It has spent 33 weeks —
its entire chart career — in the Top 10.
The ! * album to register more
conse  .ve weeks in the Top 10 was
‘Brothers In Arms’, which lodged there for
60 weeks in 1985/86. More recently.
Madonna’s 'True Blue' spent 32 weeks
in the Top 10 in 1987 before exiting from
the upper echelon in dramatic fashion,
suddenly dipping to number 22. Later that
same year, U2's 'The Joshua Tree’ planted
itself in the Top 10 for 28 weeks, and last
year Kylie Minogue’s ‘Kylie' put
together a run of 29 consecutive Top 10
appearances.

With three Top 20 singles already lifted
from °... But Seriously (Another Day In
Paradise’, | Wish It Would Rain Down’
and ‘Something Happened On The Way
To Heaven'), the most obvious next single
would be ‘Do You Remember?, already a
number four hit for Phil in America.
Instead, his record company has opted to
release ‘That's Just The Way It Is', which is
scheduled to come out next Monday

(1€

1w first million sales of *... But
Seriously' were concentrated into the final
five weeks of 1989. It reached the million
sales mark more quickly than any album
before, but because of the lateness of its

release it was only the third best selling
album of 1989.

As far as 1990 is concerned, it looks
unbeatable. It has already sold another
million copies, and has sold as many copies
as the year's number two and three
albums added together.

The full Top 20 albums listing for the
first six months of the year looks uncannily
fike this: 1 ... BUT SERIOUSLY — Phil
Collins, 2 ONLY YESTERDAY — The
Carpenters, 3 VIVALDI FOUR SEASONS
— Nigel Kenndy/ECO, 4 THE ESSENTIAL
PAVAROTTI! — Luciano Pavarotti, §
LABOUR OF LOVE Il — UB40, 6
HANGIN' TOUGH — New Kids On The
Block, 7 THE ROAD TO HELL — Chris
Rea, 8 CHANGESBOWIE — David
Bowie, @ FOREIGN AFFAIR — Tina
Turner, 10 1 DO NOT WANT WHAT |
HAVEN'T GOT — Sinéad O'Connor, 1
PURE SOFT METAL — Various, 12
AFFECTION — Lisa Stansfield, 13 NOW
THAT'S WHAT | CALL MUSIC 17 —.
Various, 14 PUMP UP THE JAM —
Technotronic, 15 JUST THE TWO OF
US — Various, 16 NOW DANCE 90!
— Various, 17 HEART OF STONE —
Cher, 18 JOURNEYMAN — Eric
Clapton, 19 VOLUME Il — 1990 A NEW
DECADE — Soul I} Soul, 20 THE BEST
OF ROD STEWART — Rod Stewart.

And the year's leading singles are: |
NOTHING COMPARES 2 U — Sinéad
O'Connor, 2 KILLER — Adamski/Seal, 3
DUB BE GOOD TO ME — Beats
International featuring Lindy Layton, 4
VOGUE — Madonna, § THE POWER —
Snap, 6 WORLD IN MOTION —
England/New Order, 7 SACRIFICE
HEALING HANDS — Elton John, 8 GET
UP (BEFORE THE NIGHT IS OVER) —

Technotronic featuring Ya Kid K, 9
BLACK VELVET — Alannah Myles, 10
DIRTY CASH (MONEY TALKS) — The
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up bit more subtle lighting and | might start looking like Ray Wilkins!
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EXTRA

BROWN SNR RAPE CHARGE
Bobby Brown's father, Herbert James Brown, has been charged with rap
a 16-year-girl in a hotel in Brisbane, during his son’s Australian tour. Mi

Brown will be appearing before a local court next month.

KING BAN

Mark King of Level 42, has been banned for driving for two weeks for
speeding on the M1. Watford magistrates heard how King was caught
doing 110mph as he rushed to take part in a charity race at Silverston

Adventures Of Stevie V, 1} LOVE
SHACK — The B-52's, 12 OPPOSITES
ATTRACT — Paula Abdul and the Wild
Pair, 13 HOW AM | SUPPOSED TO
LIVE WITHOUT YOU — Michael Bolton,
14 NESSUN DORMA — Luciano
Pavarotti, 15 TEARS ON MY PILLOW
— Kylie Minogue, 16 KINGSTON
TOWN — UB40, 17 BETTER THE
DEVIL YOU KNOW — Kylie Minogue,
18 LILY WAS HERE — David A. Stewart
and Candy Dulfer, 19 BLUE SAVANNAH
— Erasure, 20 GOT TO HAVE YOUR
LOVE — Mantronix featuring Wondress.

It's interesting to note that though they
have no singles in the Top 20, New
Kids On The Block have FOUR
singles amongst the year's Top 40: ‘Hangin’
Tough' at number 23, 'Cover Girl' at
number 37, Il Be Loving You Forever’ at
number 38 and ‘Step By Step' at number
40.

‘Hangin' Tough' was, of course, a
number one record, but is ranked se
places below Dave Stewart and
candy Dulfer's 'Lily Was Here', \
sold considerably more copies even
though it peaked at number six. It jus
proves that a record’s highest chart
position tells only half the story at be

Note too that only three acts in tt
Top 20 singles for the year-to-date ¢
have albums in the Top 20, these be
Sinéad O’Connor, Luciano
Pavarotti and UB40. The degre
‘crossover’ between the two charts
usually much greater.

@ 've actually been on holiday for tl
past fortnight, so Chartfile has been
written way ahead of the fact. Any
developments | appear to have igno
will be fully covered on my return.
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