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CHARTFILE

BY ALAN JONES
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Madonna’s Vogue' continues at number
sne for a fourth week, equalling the
-ecord set by the first of her seven
~umber ones, 1985's ‘into The Groove'.
3ut her grip on the summit is loosening,
with Paula Abdul and the Wild
Pair's ‘Opposites Attract’ increasing its
sales considerably. Last week, ‘Opposites
Attract’ sold only 7,000 copies fewer than
“Vogue'. The week before it was outold
by a margin of 24,000.

However, it's quite possible that neither
recor: | be number one next week,
with possible contenders including
Record Mirror cover star
Adamski (up from number seven to
number four this week), The
Adventures Of Stevie V (from
number 11 to number five), Soul 1l
Soul. who debut at number eight with ‘A
Dreams A Dream' and even Kylie
Minogue, whose latest single, ‘Better
The Devil You Know', was released on
Monday.

@ The Power' by Snap became the first
single in chart history to record
consecutive positions of one, two, three
and four, but spoilt its chances of
extending the run this week by dipping to
number seven.

@ The Cramps’ last single ‘Bikini Girls
With Machine Guns', surprised many by
reachi~~ number 35. Their latest single,
‘Al en Are Bad', is not likely to do
so well, It debuts at number 76 this week.
Incidentally, The Cramps' title makes an
interesting companion to the Nick
Lowe single ‘All Men Are Liars’.
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@ As readers Dean Forest (!) and Danny
Morris observe, Michael Bolton is a
very inquisitive chappie. His first hit posed
the question 'How Am | Supposed To
Live Without You'. His new one — up 1o
number 38 this week — asks 'How Can
We Be Lovers'

Bolton dispenses with question marks
on both titles. Soul Il Soul's latest hit is also
gramatically incorrect, the apostrophe
being absent from ‘A Dreams A Dream’
on both the disc itself and its sleeve.

@ Natalie Cole’s ‘Wid Women Do’
soars from number 30 to number 16. it's
the second hit off the film soundtrack
album ‘Pretty Woman', easily beating the
peak of the first, David Bowie’s ‘Fame
'90".

@ It's up to number two in their native
Ireland, but Something Happens?!
single ‘Hello, Hello, Hello, Hello (Petrol) is
moving at a snail's pace here, where it's
number 82 after four weeks in the shops.

@ Black Box become the first Italian
group ever to have a Top 20 album this
week as ‘Dreamland’ debuts at number
14. Fellow countrymen the The 49ers
reached number 49 (naturally) with their
debut album in March.

@ ‘Save Me' is the first title to become a
hit in the Sixties, Seventies, Eighties and
Nineties, courtesy of Fleetwood Mac,
whose single of that title debuts at number
72 this week,

Other songs of this name were hits for
Dave Dee, Dozy. Beaky. Mick &
Tich (1966), Silver Convention

(1975) and Queen (1980). Coincidentally,

the new single by Big Country. which
was released on Monday, and is also likely
to chart, is also entitled ‘Save Me’.

The Fleetwood Mac single is the first hit
off their number one album ‘Behind The
Mask'. It's very unusual for an album to
reach number one before a single has
been lifted from it. Equally, few albums,
except for compilations, yield as many as
four Top 20 hits before they are released,
but that is the case with Sonia’s debut
album ‘Everybody Knows', which enters
the chart at number seven this week.

It features Sonia’s chart-topping debut
single "You'll Never Stop Me Loving You',
her number |7 hit ‘Can't Forget You' the
number 10 smash ‘Listen To Your Heart'
and her current single ‘Counting Every
Minute', which dips a notch from its peak
of number 16 to number |7 this week.

Sonia is the first Liverpool lass to have a
top 10 album since 1968, when that other
red-haired scouser, Cilla Black, scored

with ‘Sher-oo’.

Incidentally, two of Sonia's four hits
include variants of their titles in their ly
but never the titles themselves. On her
current hit she sings "Counting every si
minute”, and on 'You'll never stop Me
Loving You' she croons "Youll never s.
me from loving you".

CHARTFILE USA EXTRA
Female trio Wilson Phillips climb 1
number 12 this week with their debut
"Hold On'. it's the ELEVENTH (!) differ
single of that title to become a hit
stateside in the past 22 years — and t
biggest, eclipsing the number |5 peak
scaled by a Santana single of the sa
name in 1982 ... Kaoma’s hit ‘Lamt
faled to reach the dizzy heights it
achieved elsewhere in the USA, but it
peak position of number 46 is the bes
for a Portuguese language disc, narrow
topping the number 47 peak of Serg
Mendes' 1968 hit ‘Mas Que Nada'.
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SHAUN RYDER SOLO SINGLE

Shaun Ryder, lead singer with Happy Mondays, has announced plans to recorc
solo single. Talking to Radio I's Mark Goodier last week, Ryder stated that tf
song will be a cover of Donovan's 'Colours'.

“fm a big fan of Dons, he's a good fella. I'm going to get Johnny Marr to
guitar and Barney [Sumner from New Order] to do backing vocals.

“it'll be a good record to do for the summer.”

A release date has yet to be announced.

NEW KIDS HYSTERIA

Thirteen New Kids On The Block fans needed hospital treatment on Sunday
after collapsing while watching the group at Brighton Centre. Another 50 fans
were treated at the concert before being allowed home.

“They were hyper-ventilating and fainting in the heat,” says a spokesperson.
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