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CHARTFILE

BY ALAN JONES

‘Vogue' by Madonna registers its third
week at Number One, though with a
greatly reduced majority over Alannah
Myles' ‘BlackwVelvet'. Maddy is still odds-
on favourite to complete a fourth week
on top, though she faces a strong
challenge not only from Alannah, but also
from Soul Il Soul, whose ‘A Dream’s A
Dream’ was released on Monday. The
record has already completed a mercurial
rise through the ranks in the Record
Mirror discochart. Debuting a fortnight ago
at number 92, it soared to number eight
last week and is now Number Orie.

@ The Prince-penned ‘The Sex Of It’
cir ‘o number 35 this week, to

bec.. e Kid Creole And The
Coconuts' first Top 40 hit since
‘There's Something Wrong In Paradise’ in
1983.

@ Sinitta bounces back into the Top 40
this week with her remake of Vanity
Fare's 1969 number 16 hit ‘Hitchin” A
Ride'.

It's her eighth Top 40 hit in all, and her
third in a row with a cover version,
following ‘Love On A Mountain Top’
(originally a hit for Robert Knight)
and ‘Right Back Where We Started From’
(Maxine Nightingale), though her
last single, ‘Lay Me Down Easy’, failed even
to reach the Top 75.

CHARTFILE USE EXTRA
‘U Can't Touch This' by M.C. Hammer
makes a sensational debut on the US Hot
100 this week, entering the chart at
nur 27

A wack off the young Qakland-born
rapper's second album, ‘Please Hammer
Don't Hurt 'Em’, it won the rare honour
(particularly for a rap record) of becoming
a massive airplay hit on Top 40 radio

stations across America whilst still an
album track.

It is the highest debuting single by any
act since USA For Africa’s ‘We Are
The World' debuted at number 21 a little
over five years ago, on 23 March 1985.

Only two other records have made
higher debuts in the last decade:
Michael Jackson's ‘Thriller’ and ‘Say,
Say, Say,' Jacko's duet with Paul
McCartney.

In fact, the only singles ever to debut
higher than 'U Can't Touch This’ are as
follows: NUMBER SIX: ‘Let It Be' — The
Beatles (2! March 1970) @ NUMBER
10: ‘Hey Jude’ — The Beatles (14
September 1968) and ‘Get Back’ — The
Beatles (10 May 1969) @ NUMBER 12:
‘Mrs. Brown You've Got A Lovely
Daughter’ — Herman’s Hermits (17
April 1966) @ NUMBER 20: ‘Something’
The Beatles (18 October 1969), ‘Imagine’
— John Lennon and the Plastic
Oono Band (23 October 1971) and
‘Thriller' — Michael Jackson (11 February
1984) @ NUMBER 21: ‘A Hard Day's
Night' — The Beatles (18 July 1964) and
‘We Are The World' — USA For
Africa (23 March 1985) @ NUMBER 22:
'| Feel Fine' — The Beatles (5 December
1964) @ NUMBER 23: 'Lady Madonna
@ NUMBER 24: 'Surrender’ — Elvis
Presley (20 February 1961) and “Valleri’
— The Monkees (9 March 1968)

@ NUMBER 25: 'Nowhere Man' — The
Beatles (5 March 1966).

More impressively, it's not only the
highest debuting rap record in the genre's
history (‘Rapper’s Delight' by Sugarhill
Gang was the very first rap record to
make the Hot 100, towards the end of
1979) but also the highest-debuting hit by
an act new to the chart in the entire 32
year history of the Hot 100. (It was
established in 1958, though Billboard
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MADONNA BRITISH DATES ANNOUN(

Madonna will be playing two shows at Wembley Stadium
Friday July 20 and Saturday July 21 as part of her worl
tour and more dates at the Stadium are expected to be
announced soon. It looks likely that she’ll be playing at
least one regional show, although as Record Mirror wen
press, nothing had been confirmed. Tickets for Wembley
priced £20 each and they are available from the box oft
and usual agents. There is also a Madonna information

hotline on 0898 55444.

Madonna’s new album, ‘I’'m Breathless’, featuring song:
from the soundtrack of her forthcoming film ‘Dick Tracy’,
be out on May 21. Tracks include ‘Vogue’, ‘I'm Going
Bananas’, and ‘Sooner Or Later’.

published a shorter chart of varying length
from 1940 onwards.)

Hammer's hit helps ‘Please Hammer
Don't Hurt 'Em'’ to climb to number six on
the album chart this week. It has sold 1.2
million copies in just eight weeks, and
seems certain to outsell his 1987 debut
album ‘Let's Get It Started’, which has sold
1.6 million copies to date.

One old timer who has already
declared his support for Hammer is
Little Richard, who states: "l like him
because his lyrics are clean; | think he's
uplifting”.

Meanwhile, one of the records to drop
out of the chart this week to
accommodate M.C. Hammer is fellow
rapper Young M.C.'s ‘Bust A Move',
which spent 39 consecutive weeks on the

~chart — the longest run ever assembled

by a rap record, and the longest unbroken

chart run of any single since 1982,
Soft Cell's Tainted Love' rode t+
charts for 43 weeks in a row. Both
records are a long way behind Bin
Crosby's ‘White Christmas’ whict
though it never managed more thar
weeks in the chart at a stretch, cha
total of 19 times between 1942 anc
for a total of 72 weeks on the char
@ Sinéad O’Connor complete
notable chart double this week, as

Not Want What | Haven't Got' mc
the top of the album chart, while h
single ‘Nothing Compares 2 U’ con
its stint at Number One on the Hc
Sinéad's last album, ‘The Lion And

Cobra’, peaked at number 36.

In addition to America, Sinéad ct
tops both the singles and albums lis
Germany, Sweden, Norway, Switze
and Austria.
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