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THIS WEEK'S

CHARTS

ANALYSEDBYALAN)JONES

Madonna moves into the super-league
this week, as 'Like A Prayer’ becomes her
sixth number one. Only five acts have
topped the singles chart on more
occasions — the Beatles and Elvis
Presley have each had 17 number ones,
Cliff Richard has had 12, Abba had nine
and the Rolling Stones had eight.

Madonna is easily the most successful
woman, doubling the total of three
number ones enjoyed by joint runners-up
Sandie Shaw and Whitney Houston.
Despite this, Maddy has spent a mere 12
weeks at number one to date, the same
as Connie Francis, and three fewer than
the lea~ng female soloist, Doris Day.

Mac  1a wrote ‘Like A Prayer’ with
Pat Leonard, with whom she also wrote
her last two number ones, ‘Who's That
Girl' and ‘La Isla Bonita'. She wrote ‘Papa
Don't Preach’ with Brian Elliott and
teamed with Stephen Bray for ‘Into The
Groove' and ‘True Blue'. Only one other
woman has written/co-written more than
two number ones — Debbie Harry of
Blondie, who co-authored three of the
group's number ones, two with Chris
Stein and one with Giorgio Moroder.

Finalty, Madonna also helped to produce
all six of her number ones, and, once ‘
again, that's twice as many as any other
woman. Her runner-up here is'a woman
whao's identity few would guess — Yoko
Ono, who was credited as a producer on
all three of the John Lennon singles that
climbed to number one in the weeks
following his death in December [980.
The extent of her actual involvement in
the cr- e process is a matter of some
conjec_

Whilst Madonna is breaking new ground
for female artists, girl groups are still very
much less common in the charts than their
male counterparts, so it is worth noting
that the current top 75 includes a record

five all-girl groups — the Reynolds Girls,
Bananarama/Lananeeneenoonoo,
Vixen, the Bangles and Fuzzbox.

@ After four weeks at number one,
during which time it sold upwards of
300,000 copies, Simply Red’s ‘A New
Flame' flickers a little, allowing Gloria
Estefan and Miami Sound Machine to
claim top billing with ‘Anything For You'

Ostensibly from Miami (hence the
name), Gloria and her chums were all
born in Cuba. They're not just the first
Cubans to top the album chart, they're
the first Cubans to chart at all. ‘Anything
For You' was also a number one album in
America in 1987, under the title it still
carries there, ‘Let It Loose’.

@ Depeche Mode’s 01" enters the
album chart at number five this week, a
fact which puts them in a three way tie
with Cliff Richard and Elvis Costello
as the acts with most top 10 albums in the
Eighties. Each has had eight.

Cliff was the first to reach the figure,
getting there last November with ‘The
Private Collection’. Costello followed with
‘Spike’ last month.

UBA40 have had seven top 10 albums in
the Eighties, with other albums peaking at
number 12, number 14 and number 17,
whilst Status Quo have also had seven
top 10 albums, and two that stopped at
number |2.

@ Former British number ones now chart-
topping in Europe are Marc Almond
and Gene Pitney's ‘Something's Gotten
Hold Of My Heart’ in Germany and
Switzerland, Robin Beck's ‘The First
Time' in Austria and Greece and Simple
Minds' ‘Belfast Child" in Holland.

Samantha Fox is top in Belgium with
‘| Only Wanna Be With You', Deacon
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@ GLORIA ESTEFAN: “personally, I find these contortion exercises a bit dull” -

Blue lead the way in Spain with 'Real
Gone Kid' and Will To Power are
Finland and Portugal’s choice with 'Baby |
Love Your Way/Freebird'.

RM POP DANCE CHART: Where it will
appear next week, | know not, but here's
this week's Top 20: | THIS TIME |
KNOW IT’S FOR REAL — Donna
Summer, 2 KEEP ON MOVIN’ — Soul
Il Soul featuring Caron Wheeler, 3
SLEEP TALK — Alyson Williams, 4
LIKE A PRAYER — Madonna, 5 TOO
MANY BROKEN HEARTS — Jason
Donovon, 6 THAT’S THE WAY
LOVE IS — Ten City, 7 HEY MUSIC
LOVER — S'Xpress, 8 STRAIGHT UP

— Paula Abdul, 9 'D RATHER JA'
— Reynolds Girls, 10 ONE MAN —
Chanelle, 11 TURN UP THE BAS
Tyree featuring Kool Rack Steady, 12
MUSICAL FREEDOM — Paul Sirr
featuring Adeva, 13 MY
PREROGATIVE — Eobby Brown,
BURN THE HOUSE DOWN —
Living In A Box, |5 LEAVE ME
ALONE — Michael Jackson, 16
RESPECT — Adeva, |7 LOVE TF
— Holly Johnson, {8 HELP —
Bananarama/Lananeeneenoonoo, 19 1
BEG YOUR PARDON — Kon Ka
CAN'T STAY AWAY FROM Y(
— Gloria Estefan And Miami Sound -
Machine.
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