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Simple Minds register their first number
one single this week with ‘Belfast Child',
almost a decade after they made their
chart debut with ‘Life In A Day'. Though
the group has been very successful as an
album act — each of its last three LPs has
reached number one — their previous
best posting on the singles chart was the
number seven peak attained by both
‘Don't You (Forget About Me)' and ‘Alive
And Kicking' in 1985. ‘

Their first major hit was ‘Promised You
A Miracle’, which earned them generous
praise from no lesser mortal than Trevor

Horn, an erstwhile member of Buggles,

then engaged in writing and producing
snappv little pop confections for Dollar.
Spea  to Irish rock magazine Hot Press
in December 1982, Simple Minds' leader
Jim Kerr was not'in reciprocal mood.

"| hate Dollar", he opined, "I just read a
thing about Trevor Horn where he said
that the only record he liked was ours,
and | just thought, ‘Well, f#¥* You! I'm well
glad because | hate yours". Time has
clearly changed Kerr's view of the
bespectacled genius, for the name that
appears on the credits as producer of
‘Belfast Child' is ... Trevor Horn. It brings
to five his haul of chart-toppers as a
producer, following Buggles' ‘Video Killed
The Radio Star in 1979 and a trio of 1984
Frankie Goes To Hollywood winners
— 'Relax’, "'Two Tribes' and ‘The Power
Of Love".

It is already well-documented elsewhere
that it was Horn who introduced Kerr to
the gentle charms of ‘She Moves Through
The Fair’, the traditional Irish song from
which 'Relfast Child’ takes its melody.
Thos you sufficiently intrigued by this
to search it out should find several
versions of ‘She Moves . .." to choose
from in your local record store, in a
variety of contemporary and traditional
styles, by a diverse selection of artists,

amongst them All About Eve, Van
Morrison and the Chieftains, Fairport
Convention, Barbara Dickson,
Eyeless In Gaza, Art Garfunkel,
Mary O’Hara, Cavan O‘Connor and
the Spinners (Liverpool variety, not
Detroit).

‘Belfast Child has sold over 150,000
copies to date, including more than 25,000
on three inch compact disc. The previous
record sale for a CD single was 20,000
for the Pet Shop Boys' ‘Always On My
Mind",

Simple Minds are the latest in an ever-
growing list of Scots bands to top the
singles chart, but it's worth remembering
that it wasn't until New Year's Day 1969,
over 16 years after the chart was first
compiled, that Marmalade became the
first act from north of the border to reach
number one, albeit with their cover of the
very English Beatles' very Caribbean Ob-
La-Di, Ob-La-Da’. In honour of that
achievement, our Vintage Chart this week
(page 40) revisits Marmalade’s triumph.

With three other Scots bands currently
in the top 50 -— Texas, Hue And Cry
and the Proclaimers — and others like
Deacon Blue, Wet Wet Wet and
Aztec Camera all due to deliver eagerly
awaited new singles, the Scots challenge
for the chart crown seems set to continue.

@ Third time lucky for Simply Red,
whose new album, ‘A New Flame', debuts
at number one this week. The group’s
previous two albums ‘Picture Book’ and
‘Men And Women'reached number two.

@ OK, so it's old news that Madonna's
forthcoming album is called ‘Like A Prayer’
and that, in addition to the title track,
there’s a duet with Prince entitled ‘Love
Song', but we can now exclusively reveal
that the album, due at the end of March,
also includes amongst its 10 tracks a killer

won’t be televised
ballad entitled ‘Promise To Try' and a
typical Ciccone effort designated
‘Cherish’. And news that the album would
have a hippy feel would appear to be
borne out by the fact that the sleeve will
be scented with patchouli oil.

The first single from the album will be
the title track. Due for simultaneous
worldwide release on March 7th, it
features the vocal backing of the Andrae
Crouch Singers, who can also be heard
on Michael Jackson's ‘Man In The
Mirror’.

@ To comment further on the debacle
that was this year's BPI Awards is
unnecessary, except to make a couple of
points not mentioned by other
commentators.

Firstly, whilst Erasure are a duo, since’
there is no award specifically designed for
two-piece outfits, they obviously must be
included in the group category and
thoroughly deserved their win as Top
Group, regardless of rumblings from some
quarters. However, why was Annie
Lennox, who has NEVER released a solo
disc, split from her Eurythmics partner :
Dave Stewart and awarded a ‘Brit’ as
Best Female? | presume this means that
group members get two chances of
qualifying for an award whilst soloists get
only one. How silly. ! :

Also, for an event trumpeting the British

@ MARK KNOPFLER in good spirits after being told next year’s Brit Awards ceremon

record industry to open and close wi
acts from overseas is farcical, and for
closing American act (Randy Newrr
for those of you who didn't recognise
him) to be billed as the Mark Knop
Supergroup is ridiculous. Knopfler
contributed very little to the proceed
and, for all his talent as a songwriter,
pianist and ‘singer, Randy Newman is
destined to remain largely unknown t
so how come he performs at the clin
of a star-studded event’.

It's interesting to note that, even tt
it was reprised when it was realised 1
show had under-run, Newman's singl
(Falling In Love') sold fewer than 250
copies last week, whilst the album frc
which it was taken performed in a
similarly lacklustre manper.

Newman was the only peﬁformer
to reap a noticeable benefit from, the
show, though the level of extra sales
generated in previous years was not
approached this year. Even so, all of :
who performed/mimed saw their late
albums move up the chart: Def Lep)
climbed from number 32 to number
Yazz from number eight to number

. Tanita Tikaram from number nine

number four, Gloria Estefan from
number four to number two, Bros fi
number 47 to number 37 and
Fairground Attraction from numt
50 to number 16.
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