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New Order’s sixth album ‘Technique'
enters the chart at number one this week,
to become the Mancunian group’s first
chart-topper. Their 1981 debut
‘Movement' reached number 30; 1983's
‘Power, Corruption And Lies’ got to
number four; 1985's 'Low Life’ peaked at
number seven; 1986's ‘Brotherhood'
reached number nine and 1987’
‘Substance’, a hits package, climbed as high
as number three.

Only three other acts from Manchester
have had number one albums this decade
— Rick Astley reached the summit in
1987 with ‘Whenever You Need
Somebody', the Smiths topped in 1985
with ‘Meat Is Murder’ and their former
leac  -alist Morrissey reached number
one last year with his debut solo album
‘Viva Hate". Coincidentally, Morrissey and
Astley are the highest debutants on this
week’s singles chart, Astley entering at,
number 26 with ‘Hold Me In Your Arms’
and Morrissey at number six with ‘The
Last Of The Famous International
Playboys'. The latter-named title is
Morrissey's third solo hit. ‘Suedehead’ also
debuted at number six, whilst ‘Everyday Is
Like Sunday' entered at number 12.

" "Playboys’ debuts at number one on the
12-inch, cassette and compact disc singles
charts, becoming the first record ever to
score this particular treble.

@ The late Roy Orbison’s three week
run at the top of the album chart was
brought to an end this week by New
. Order’s ‘Technique' (see above), but whilst
the erstwhile chart-topping ‘The
Lege~-ary Roy Orbison’ dips to number
thre_ .oy's last album, ‘Mystery Girl',
completed just before his recent death,
debuts at number two.
Roy thus becomes the first act to have-

two albums in the top 10 simultaneously

1CAN DO THIS Monie Love
_YOUGOTITRoyO:

since March 1987, when Simply Red —
another of Manchester’s chart invaders —
were charting both ‘Picture Book' and
‘Men And Women',

@ |8-year old Debbie Gibson's second
album ‘Electric Youth' debuts at number
eight this week, even though its
introductory single 'Lost In Your Eyes’ is
struggling, moving up only two notches to
number 36.

By contrast, Debbie's previous album,
‘Out Of The Blue', which spawned five
hits, four of them top 20, peaked at a
lowly number 26. Despite this, it was and
still is a steady seller, with nearly 200,000
copies sold so far.

@ Roachford’s self-titled debut album re-
enters the chart this week at number 18.
It originally peaked at number 69 last July.
The single which fuelled its limited
success then is the same one as is
responsible for its resurgence now:
‘Cuddly Toy". The single reached number
61 last year, and number four last week.

@ Marc Almond and Gene Pitney's
duet ‘Something's Gotten Hold Of My
Heart' remains at number one for a third
week, comfortably ahead of all other
singles, but seems likely to get its come-
uppance next week from Simple Minds'
stunning new single.

It's notable that the only female singer
in the top 10 this week is Kym Mazelle
from the windy city of Chicago. Kym
shares vocals with Robert Howard on
the number seven hit ‘Wait',

@ Bobby Brown's recent American
chart-topper ‘My Prerogative’ climbs to
number nine here this week, becoming
the 19-year-old's first top 10 hit since
1983 when, as lead singer of New

Edition, he scored a number one hit with
‘Candy Girl'.

@ After debuting last week at number 55, ‘

Nik Kershaw's ‘One Step Ahead' .
unexpectedly dips to number 78.

His first single since ‘Radio Musicola’
over two years ago, it brings to a close his
run of 10 consecutive top 50 hits, dating’
back to ‘Wouldn't It Be Good' exactly five
years ago. '

Meanwhile, Nik's new label-mate
Sheena Easton, who recently singéd to
the MCA label after eight years with EMI,
climbs to number |5 with 'The Lover In
Me'. It's her biggest hit since ‘For Your

Eyes Only’ reached number eight in 1981.

CHARTFILE USA EXTRA

The highest-debuting single in America this
week, at number 50, is ‘The Look’ by
Roxette. :

Number 50 is a very respectable placing

@ NEW ORDER'’s Barney keeps an eye out for adoring fans

e

"for a new entry even by an establist

artist in America, and is remarkable
unknown one. S
The story behind the record s thi
Roxette are a male/female dio from
Sweden, massively popular at home,
previously, unable to establish themse
overseas. An international exchange
student from Minneapolis took a shir
‘The Look' and, after returning to'th
recently, persuaded his local radio st
to give it a spin. Reaction was very
favourable, and other radio stations
tracked it down and started playing i
hadn't planned to release it; but with
than 100 stations alreadly playlisting it

_rushed it out fast week. Now Roxett

look set ot follow fellow-Swedes Blut
Swede and Abba all the way to the t
the Hot 100. L
Meanwhile, Roxette’s latest album
sold 365,000 copies in Sweden in just

" three months. A comparable figure fc

UK 'would be around 24 million,
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