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by Alan Jones

ECORDS AND the
Rmovies have enjoyed a

symbiotic relationship
ever since 1927, when the
original version of ‘The Jazz
Singer’ became both the first
talkie and the first musical ever
to hit the silver screen.
Sometimes a movie will
awaken unwarranted interest in
its music (‘ET’, for example)
and sometimes a film will
become a bigger hit than it
deserves to be because of its
association with a song. In the
latter category comes "An
Officer And A Gentleman’, a
rather uneven film which
benefitted greatly from the
emotional theme song ‘Up
V¥ ~re We Belong’.

“~_ P Where We Belong’ is, in fact,
one of three current hit records
commissioned for movies. The
others are Mark Knopfler's debut
solo effort ‘Going Home’ (from
‘Local Hero’) and, from ‘Cross
Country’, Chris Rea’s ‘Let It Loose’.
Additionally Mari Wilson’s latest
‘Cry Me A River’ is a creditable
remake of Julie London’s solitary
hit, so breathtakingly premiered in
the 1956 film ‘The Girl Can’t Help

HALL AND OATES: Mike Oldfield cover
It’, and Chuck Berry s classic ‘Go

Johnny, Go!’, is enjoying renewed
chart actlwty thanks to a highly
original interpretation from Peter
Tosh.

There's also a slew of hit songs
which have borrowed their titles
from movies, notably ‘Let’s Dance’
(a Fred Astaire terpsichorean
special from 1950/, ‘Whistle Down
The Wind’ (A classic British movie
from 1961, when Nick Heyward
was still in nappies), ‘The Tunnel Of
Love’ (1958), ‘Cairo’ (1942) and
‘Easy Livin’ *, a highly successful
movie forty-six years before
Fastway made it into a hit single.
Not all of these movie connections
were deliberate though Kissing The
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Pink’s ‘Last Film’ and Jonny
Chingas’ ET-inspired ‘Phone Home’
obviously were...

Laurel & Hardy were arguably the
most successful comedy act ever
to appear in pictures and their
Midas touch carried over, albeit
posthumously, into the charts
when, in 1975, ‘The Trail Of The
Lonesome Pine’ from their best
movie ‘Way Out West’ became a
number two hit. Well now there’s
another Laurel & Hardy record in
the charts, but is has no connection
with the Anglo-American comedy
kings. The Laurel & Hardy of ‘Clunk
Click’ fame are West Indian
‘toasters’ residing in deepaest
Battersea. Their breakthrough
comes just weeks after Chartfile
spotlighted the confusing issue of
unrelated hitmakers who shared the
same shellac pseudonyms.

So, add Laurel & Hardy to that
fist of John Williams, Karen Young,
Sylvia, Kenny, Kokomo, Lobo and
the Stargazers — and leave some
space for Sweet Dreams. Yes, the
s{ckly trio nominated to carry
Britain ‘s Eurovision challenge of
1983 are poised to chart with the
nauseating ‘I'm Never Giving In’
just nine years after an identically
named act, featuring Polly Brown,
hit the top ten with ‘Honey Honey"’.
The irony here is that the first
Sweet Dreams were put together to
capitalise on the success of
Eurowinners Abba after the
Swedish group heid back on the
release of their own version of
‘Honey Honey’'. An omen for the
current Sweet Dreams? | hope
not... <

continue their hot streak in

in America with ‘One On One’
becoming their ninth top ten hit.
The Philadelphian duo have written,
or co-written all of their top ten hits
excapt ‘You've Lost That Lovin’
Feelin’ °, their 1981 revival of the
Righteous Brothers hit. But for their

D ARYL HALL and John Oates

Pic by Rock Shots

next single Hall & Oates tackie N
Oldfield’s minor British hit ‘Famit
Man’ and already it looks like
becoming their tenth top tenner.

Three weeks ago the Americar.
top 40 contained records by no h
than 19 separate foreign acts. T/
sets a new precedent, surpassing
even the heady days of the so-
called British Invasion of the
Sixties...

The British charts too are'
bacoming mare prone to
interlfopers. Following lcefariders
Mezzoforte into the charts is F R
David, the first British chart act t.
have been born in Tunisia. 29-ye:
old David waved goodbye to Non
Africa 19 years ago when his
French-born parents returned to
Paris. Over the last eouple of yea,
he’s become a Iaa&)g attraction
the continent with /Words' toppir
the chart in Austria, Belgium,
Germany, Holland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Notway, Spain and
Sweden. It dominated the
continental airwaves throughout
the latter part of last year,
outselling all other records on a8
continent-wise basis. His album,
also called ‘Words’, was also a
massive hit particularly in Germar.
where it spent 10 weeks at numb
one.

Dawd"s belated British
breakthrough is due almost entire:
to exposure on the Top Of The
Pops’ feature on the Europarade, .
fictitious guide to Europe’s best-
seflers compiled by my old friend
Ad Roland of TROS-Radio in
Holland. Ad collects chart
information from 10 European
countries every week, feeds them
into his pet computer and — hey
presto! — out comes the
Europarade. It has long been a
popular feature of Ad’s Sunday
afternoon radio show and attracts
listeners from all over Europe. |
have mentioned the Europarade ai
some length on previous occasion
but several readers have evidently
never heard of it before seeing the
TOTP feature and have written
eagerly requesting that RM should
include the Europarade in its chart
coverage. Unfortunately, there are
no plans to do so at present, but
you never know... .

US acts breaking i Britain
without the benefit of a hit single i
their homeland includ@.forrest,
Jonny Chingas, Maxin&Singleton
and Jimmy Roselli, a fitthe-known
balladeer whose UK chant hit ‘Whe
Your Oid Wedding Ring Was New'
was championed by Raoﬂ 2.

The success of her Very Bast 0
album stretches Cilla Black's albun

chart career to 19 years. ‘s
longer than any other w and
Jjust reward for an int .

compiled album which features
Black’s 19 hits in chronologica
order, plus ‘Liverpool Lullaby’.

Cilla’s singles have combinod‘;
British sales of almost four millioi
with ‘Anyone Who Had A Heart’
accounting for over 900,000 —
enough to make it the biggest-
selling single by a woman in British
chart history...
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